
Request for Letters of Intent for the 2016 F.Y. CDBG/HOME Funding 
 
The City of Bethlehem’s Department of Community and Economic Development is seeking letters of 
intent from area organizations for F.Y. 2016 CDBG or HOME funds through the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s formulaic grant award. 
 
Interested organizations should submit a one page narrative along with a preliminary project budget by 
July 24, 2015 to: 

Allyson Lysaght, J.D. 
Housing and Community Development Planner 

City of Bethlehem 
10 East Church Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 

 
A request for formal applications will follow in late summer/early fall.  Please be advised of the following 
when developing projects for submission: 
 
Proposed CDBG activities must meet the following criteria: 
 

1. The beneficiaries of the proposed activities must be residents of the City of Bethlehem with annual 
incomes at or below 80 percent of the area median.  

 
2. The proposed activities must be an eligible use of CDBG funds as defined by federal regulations 

(24 CFR 570 Subpart C). 
 
3. The proposed activities must be directed towards improving the community’s public services and 

facilities including but not limited to, those concerned with the housing, employment, crime 
prevention, child care, health, drug abuse, education, welfare, energy conservation or recreation 
needs of low- and moderate-income residents and low- and moderate-income areas of the City. 

 
4. Agencies receiving funds whose services are being purchased for a particular program for the first 

time, must document that the proposed activity is either a new service or an substantial increase in 
the level of service (substantial is defined as a 25% increase in service) above that which was 
provided during the 12 calendar months preceding the grant period. 

 
Proposed HOME activities must meet the following criteria: 
 

1. The beneficiaries of the proposed activities must be residents of the City of Bethlehem with annual 
incomes at or below 80 percent of the area median for homeowner programs.  For rental programs, 
the beneficiaries must be residents of the City of Bethlehem with annual incomes at or below 50 
percent of the area median income, with exception when determined necessary by the Department. 

 
2. The proposed activities must be an eligible use of HOME funds as defined by federal regulations 

(24 CFR 92 Subpart E). 
 

3. Proposed activities must be directed towards housing rehabilitation, tenant-based assistance, 
assistance to homebuyers, acquisition of housing, and new construction of housing.  Funding may 
also be used for other necessary and reasonable activities related to the development of non-luxury 
housing. 

 



4. At least 15 percent of HOME funds must be set-aside for Community Housing Development 
Organizations (CHDOs).  A CHDO is a not-for-profit, community-based organization that has, or 
intends to retain, staff with the capacity to develop affordable housing for the community it serves.  
The organization must be controlled by, and provide service to, low-income communities (i.e. a 
majority of the households have annual incomes at or below 80 percent of the area median).  Only 
projects in which the CHDO acts as a developer, sponsor and/or owner of housing are eligible set 
aside activities. 

 


