RESOLUTION NO. 2025-

RE:  CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS UNDER THE
PROVISIONS OF THE ACT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
LEGISLATURE 1961, JUNE 13, P.L. 282 (53
SECTION 8004) AND BETHLEHEM ORDINANCE NO.
3952 AS AMENDED.

WHEREAS, it is proposed to secure a COA to install a new ADA-compliant
(handicap) ramp with pipe railings at 312 East Fourth Street.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of
Bethlehem that a Certificate of Appropriateness is hereby granted for the proposal.

Sponsored by: (s)

(s)
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL THIS DAY OF , 2025.
(s)
President of Council
ATTEST:
(s)

City Clerk



HISTORIC CONSERVATION COMMISSION

CASE #869 -- The Applicant proposes to install a new ADA-compliant (handicap) ramp with pipe
railings at 312 East Fourth Street.

OWNER / APPLICANT: Holy Infancy Roman Catholic Church / Joseph McCarthy

The Commission upon motion by Mr. Lader and seconded by Mr. Evans adopted the
proposal that City Council issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed work as
presented, with modifications described herein:

1. The proposal to install a new ADA-compliant (handicap) ramp with pipe railings was
presented by Joseph McCarthy and Joseph Sedler.

2. Appropriate details for the new ramp include:

a. exterior ramp installed at west fagade entrance along Taylor Street near
northwest corner at East Fourth Street; new concrete ramp poured after select
existing sidewalk segments are sawcut and removed

b. overall ramp dimensions are approximately 114-inches wide x 72-inches deep
... pending final Plan Review

c. steel pipe railing installed directly into new concrete to remain independent of
existing church structure, with no intermediate rail; end of handrail extends
12-inches before returning back to new structural post

d. expansion joints inserted between existing stone masonry and new ramp
before pouring concrete to ensure that new construction is independent from
historic structure

The motion for HCC assessment of proposed details was unanimously approved, with Mr.
Chambers, Mr. Evans, Mr. Lader and Mr. Simonson voting in favor of the motion. Based
upon the oral report made by the Historic Officer and the presentation of the Applicant, the
Commission found that the proposal adheres to Bethlehem Ordinance 1714.03 ‘Purposes of
the Historic Conservation District’ and also complies with the following Secretary of
Interior’s Standards (SIS) for Rehabilitation:

- SIS 9. -- New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

- SIS 10. -- New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and
integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.
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Date of Meeting: November 17, 2025 Title: Historic Officer




