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November 29, 2021 
 
 
RE:   Mixed Use Building at Third and Taylor Streets 
 305 East Third Street 
 Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
 USA Project No. 2021-031 
 
Subject: Response to Historic Commission Comments 
 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
Please see USA Architects responses to your comments and discussion from the August meeting of the Historical 
and Architectural Review Board where the Board adopted a proposal to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the proposed building. 
 
Comment No. 1: Chamfered building corner 
 
USA Response: The submitted plans include a chamfered corner at the first floor at the southwest corner of the 
building. 

 
Comment No. 2: Reflective or tinted glass 

 
USA Response: The building will not have reflective or tinted glass. 

 
Comment No. 3: White finish cast stone 

 
USA Response: The proposed color of the cast stone is not bright white. The renderings have been updated to 
better reflect the color of the cast stone. A sample is available for review. 

 
Comment No. 4: Fifth floor mansard roof and setback 
 
USA Response: The building is designed with material changes to reduce the scale of the building and to give the 
impression of a four-story building. In our professional opinion, since the fifth floor will be viewed from the 
ground level, the mansard finish will be perceived as a roof from the distance. A true mansard would make 
window and doors extremely difficult. Additional setbacks are not feasible since they would reduce the available 
space and leave insufficient space for the apartments. 

 
Comment No. 5: Window and door types 

 
USA Response: The sliding doors have been changed to swinging doors. The divided lite windows do not have 
mullion spacing wider than their height. The window locations and spacings were reviewed and adjusted where 
feasible. 
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Comment No. 6: Stairway – suggestion to set stair back from exterior wall 
 
USA Response: We have reviewed the stair plans and determined that the stair can be set back from the face of 
the south wall at the upper levels. Because the exit path from the first floor runs under the stair landing, 
necessitating that the landing allows for a clear head height, the stair landing cannot be moved at the first floor. 
 
Comment No. 7: Privacy fence 
 
USA Response: A fence is provided at the transformer at the northeast corner of the property. The space at the 
southeast corner of the building has limited visibility from the street into the courtyard. The courtyard is tucked 
behind the south portion of the building. 
 
Comment No. 8: Exterior lighting fixtures 
 
USA Response: Exterior lighting fixtures have been added to the building elevations. A fixture cut sheet has been 
included as an attachment to this letter. 
 
Comment No. 9: Typical signage 
 
USA Response: Signage will be submitted as a separate application at a future date. Proposed sign locations are 
shown on the elevations. 
 
 
USA ARCHITECTS, PLANNERS, AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS, P.A. 

 

Paul Swartz 
Partner for the Firm 
cc: USA File 




