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1.0	Call to Order

A meeting of the Bethlehem Board of Health was held at 7:30 a.m., Friday May 13, 2022, A205 in City of Bethlehem located at 10 East Church Street, Bethlehem, PA.

The meeting for May was held virtually.  Dr. Havas was present at BHB for this meeting. The meeting was called to order at 7:35am.
2.0	Attendance:
Board:			Dr. J. Bacak
Dr. N. Bieber 
Dr. K. Havas
Dr. C. Alia
Dr. T. Marcincin

Excused		

Staff in attendance:	K. Wenrich
Dr. R. Goy
Y. Gonzalez

		
3.0	Approval of Minutes- Meeting minutes from April 8th, 2022 meeting were approved by all Board members.
4.0 Chairman’s Report - No Report to give.

5.0 Director’s Report-Kristen Wenrich
Not a lot of updates to go over from last meeting.
Organizational Update - Personnel
· One of our Community Health Nurses resigned a few weeks ago.  We started to advertise and have an interview scheduled.  We hope to have the position filled in the next couple of weeks.  
· Scott Sterner our Environmental Health Technician has switched departments.  He’s transferred to the Public Works Department and he decided he wants to stay.
· Kristen has had conversation with Human Resources because they were thinking of possibly reclassifying this position.  Instead of reclassifying, Kristen suggested that those duties that Scott was responsible for be split out between the Recycling and Housing Bureaus.  When Recycling goes out to look at recycling complaints they can handle garbage as well and if housing inspectors go out to look at homes with code violations issues, they can also note if they saw high grass and weeds.  It makes sense to have them do a comprehensive enforcement. At this point, we are still following up on complaints and have the Environmental staff helping out until the transition is complete.  Kristen stated that no other Health Department in Pennsylvania handle these types of complaints.  

Grant Updates
· We applied for Community Project funding through Susan Wilde’s office and Senator Casey’s Office.  This grant is to support the universal home visitation.  We are still waiting to hear about this award opportunity.
· We are also working with the Police department on a grant through the Department of Justice to support the expansion of our Community Connections Program.  The Mayor stated that he would like this program expanded and the City will be putting in funding for personnel, but he asked that we look for grants also, we have been looking and have applied to the Department of Justice.  
· We have also been having conversations with AmeriHealth insurance, which is one of the Managed Care plans.  They are interested in providing funding for some of our programs and are recognizing the benefits of our intervention.  We’ve had talks with AmeriHealth insurance about our Community Connections Program and supporting one of our social workers next year.  The social worker will be working with Partners for Healthy baby’s program clients.  They stated they will be discussing their funding allocation mid-summer, so this is another potential funding source.

Organizational Updates
· We were notified two weeks ago that we will be receiving the Chamber of Commerce award for all of our work with COVID 19; this is a nice recognition.  They will be hosting a dinner in two weeks and we will be going to the dinner to accept this award.

COVID 19 
· Numbers have been increasing in the last few weeks.  
· A lot more people are doing rapid tests
· We’ve been communicating with the School District as well because they have been seeing a rise in numbers as well.  Numbers have been increasing with their staff cases as well.
· We’ve had some conversations about surveillance testing.  We submitted the paperwork and training has been done, but decided not to move forward due to resources with the school district.  We are thinking of potentially doing surveillance testing next school year in two or three selected schools.  
· We are also looking at rapid test distribution in the community.  This year we purchased rapid tests and due to the shortage we did not receive them in time.  By the time we received them the cases were starting to decrease.  We have 700 test to give out – we are looking at doing a distribution this summer for people who will be traveling so they know their status before and after traveling.  We would also like to give them out throughout the City to certain organizations and the schools before the start of the new school year. 
COVID Clinics
· We continue to give out 2nd Booster doses.  The average amount of people per clinic is 40-50, who have signed up for a booster dose.
· We are currently preparing for the 6 month old to 4 year old population.
· We are working right now with the Donovan Group to help prepare some educational message. 
· We are in the low transmission zone according to CDC.
· We are still doing investigations with our priority groups. 

Heroine/Opioid Task Force
· We had a meeting two weeks ago with the Heroin and Opioid Task Force to go over our priority areas.  One priority is to create an Overdose Fatality Review Team for Northampton County.  We are meeting with Lackawanna County to go over their Overdose Fatality Review Team.  The team would review data for selected overdoses cases to determine what happened leading up to the death and I there were there any gaps that could have prevented the death.
· We were recently asked by the Secretary of Health to host a community event around the legalization of Syringe Exchange Programs. The State is strongly advocating to legalize Syringe Exchange in Pennsylvania.  Currently Pittsburgh and Philadelphia legally have a Syringe Exchange Program.  It is currently pending in legislation for any community to have syringe exchange.  Kristen spoke to the Mayor about this and he was supportive of the event.  It is not only about the Syringe Exchange Program, but also about the services  provided at these locations such as 
· Immunizations
· Healthcare
· Linkage to Treatment
· Kristen has a meeting with the District Attorney’s office on a Diversion Program for individuals charged.
 Program Updates
MCH
· Dr. Goy and Merrilyn Pysher went through Nexplanon training and now we can offer it at our Family Planning Clinic. We have not had a long acting birth control option so we are looking forward to this.  This is something we wanted to offer the clients coming to us from the prison system.
· We also started to hold an STD clinic at Moravian University.  Moravian does not offer STD testing on campus.  We will look to hold a regular clinic at Moravian next year. We are also offering the HPV vaccine to the students, which is very important.
· We have started to see an increase in syphilis cases.  We are seeing cases increasing statewide.  There is a concern around screening for pregnant women since there is an increase in syphilis among this population. We are also seeing an increase in Syphilis in the MSM population which is concerning. This is going to be a topic of discussion on our next call with the Department of Health.  
· Other Updates
Dr. Havas asked out the Community Health Needs Assessment.  Kristen spoke with ESRI to use the GIS we wanted data displayed in the dashboard.  We will hire a consultant to help us with this.  We hope to put out the RFP next month. No other business to discuss.
Motion to adjourn made by Board members.  Meeting adjourned at 7:50am.
Next meeting is on June 10th, 2022 at 7:30 a.m. 

