
CrTY OF BETHLEHEM BUREAUOFPLANNINGANDZONING

10 East Church Street, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 18018-6025 

September 16, 2024 

Matthew Chartrand, PE 
Bohler Engineering, PA, LLC 
74 W Broad Street, Suite 500 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 

Phone:610-865-7088 

Fax: 610-865-7330 

TDD: 610-865-7086 

RE: ((24-005 Sketch Plan Review) - 24080002- 2141 COMMERCE CENTER BOULEY ARD (LVIP 
VII)- SITE PLAN REVIEW- Ward 16, Zoned IR, plans dated August 9, 2024. 

Dear Sir: 

The purpose of this letter is to provide overall planning and guidance to the applicant and the Zoning Hearing 
Board prior to special exception and variance review by the Zoning Hearing Board. 

The applicant proposes a resubdivision to redistribute parcel acreages among 2 existing lots. On proposed Lot 
A, the Applicant proposes to construct a 216,000 SF Warehouse with associated parking on the 18.49-acre 
parcel. On proposed Lot B, the Applicant proposes to construct a 101,000 SF Warehouse with associated 
parking on the 8 .14-acre parcel. The site is located in the IR - Industrial Redevelopment zoning district. 

In the IR-Industrial Redevelopment "Warehousing or Storage as a Principal Use" requires Special Exception 
review and approval by the Zoning Hearing Board. In addition, the developer requests relief from total parking 
requirements for the proposed Lot B. The Applicant shall submit an Appeal Application for the following relief: 

a. Proposed Lots A and B. A Special Exception to permit Warehousing or Storage as a principal use; Ref.
1305.0l(e).

b. Proposed Lot B. A Variance to reduce the minimum required off-street parking,101 required, 50
proposed.

Comments regarding the Site Plan Review requirements specified in Article 1322.01 and 1322.02 of the Zoning 
Ordinance (attached) follow: 

SITE PLAN REVIEW 

1. Site plan review by the Planning Commission is required because this is a land development plan that
will ultimately also require Zoning Hearing Board review. (Section 1322.02(a)(l)(ii)). Site plan review
includes provisions related to Natural Resources, Building Arrangement, Access and Parking, Utilities
Special Features

2. Natural Resources -There are no existing natural resources on the site. The redevelopment of the site
will add some pervious coverage, landscaping and tree canopy.

3. Building Arrangement-This 26+ acre parcel is a gateway location along Route 412 as northbound
traffic enters Bethlehem. The building locations meet all zoning ordinance requirements but, because of
the building size, proposed use of the buildings and the number of parking spaces and loading docks, the
Planning Bureau requests that the applicant continue to work with the city and the Planning
Commission for the inclusion of appropriate design elements and landscaping to enhance the site.

4. Access, Parking and Circulation - Zoning relief is requested from required vehicle parking on lot B.
Traffic impacts and circulation will be reviewed more specifically during land development review.
PennDOT review will be required for this proposal.
















