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May 22, 2024 

Darlene L. Heller, Director of Planning and Zoning 
Craig Peiffer, Assistant Director of Planning and Zoning 
City of Bethlehem 
10 E. Church Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 

Dear Ms. Heller and Mr. Peiffer, 

The EAC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed parking lot at 702 E. 3rd 
Street.   Our recommendations are in support of Bethlehem City’s Climate Action Plan 
(CAP), which aims to reduce our carbon footprint, increase sustainability, utilize alternative 
energy sources and promote resilience to changing climate conditions. 

New construction projects provide opportunities to employ energy saving strategies that will 
lower energy costs and at the same time reduce pollution from traditional energy sources and 
we commend the use of LEDs and photocells to light the parking lot. 

We strongly recommend the addition of electric vehicle charging stations at this time, which 
is also a strategy in the CAP.  This may incentivize residents of Six 10 Flats to invest in 
electric vehicles, serve as a great convenience for those that have them and be a draw for 
future residents. Wiring could also be completed now for more stations in the future. 

Furthermore, a recommendation in the CAP is the inclusion of "easily-accessible, secure, 
sheltered bicycle parking" as recommended in the CAP (Transportation Strategies T1.2 and 
T1.9).  Unless there are already provisions inside Six 10 Flats, we suggest the inclusion of 
bicycle parking.   

Of special concern with this project is the proximity to the Lehigh River, which was recently 
named the seventh most endangered river in the U.S. by American Rivers.  During demolition 
and construction, we echo that sediment and erosion plans be strictly monitored and coordinated 
with the City’s Engineering Bureau and, equally important, coordination with the Engineering 
Bureau in the design of the permanent stormwater control system. We note a discrepancy on 



the Land Development Plan as to the amount of future impervious and pervious cover on 
pages one and thirteen under General Notes, number six. 

Green infrastructure to slow stormwater and filter pollutants from the parking lot should be 
included to the greatest extent possible. Additional landscaping around the garage and as a 
buffer to the Greenway will aid in stormwater management and enhance the Greenway.  The 
selection of native species for both trees and shrubs be coordinated with the City Forester, as 
the changing climate and other factors may impact the optimum selection.  

The EAC recommends that all measures be taken to protect the trees to the east of the site. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Rothman 
Lynn Rothman, Chair 

On behalf of the Bethlehem EAC: 
Ben Felzer, Vice Chair 
Ben Guthrie, Secretary 
Vibhur Kumar 
Mandy Tolino 
Mike Topping 
Katie Trembler 

cc: Bethlehem City Council 
      Mayor J. William Reynolds 
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