


 

 

Architectural Narrative 
 
 

Property located at:  

The building address has been assigned as 305 E 3rd Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015 

The original application (Aug 11, 2021) listed the address as 307 E 3rd St. Bethlehem, PA 
18015 

  
Building description, period, style, defining features: This property is currently a surface 
parking lot with no structures. 

 
Proposed alterations: The proposed five story building has been granted a Certificate of 
Appropriateness with comments by the Historic Commission. The building will be a  mixed-
use building including 1,990 sf of retail space and a total of forty-four (44) one and two 
bedroom apartments on the upper floors. 

 

The Third St façade reads as rowhouses and uses a combination of brick veneer and cast 
stone, complementary to the historic district and the surrounding buildings. The overall 
structure is a C shape rising five stories, with the fifth story that reads as a mansard roof 
and providing a 15’-0” setback at the community terrace along 3rd Street. The width is 
divided to give the appearance of four separate facades via the use of different materials 
and colors. The ground floor facades on 3rd Street each have a storefront system with 
recessed entry and display windows. The floors above featuring windows, with multi-light 
French doors and Juliet balconies. 

 
The Taylor and 3rd Street corner façade has cast stone panels and the additional vertical 
bays, are using two types of brick veneers. The Taylor Street façade features similar 
elements to the 3rd Street façade, including the windows and the cast stone panels on the 
corner. It also features Juliet balconies and two types of brick veneers. 

 

The Columbia Street façade facing north features aluminum windows, Juliet balconies, and 
dark and light brick colors. In addition, the fiber cement siding wraps around the corner from 
the north to the east and a water table and band below the first floor window sills. 

 
The East façade is composed of three bays. two of the bays are adjacent to the existing 
building and the center bay has a setback to create an interior resident’s courtyard. This 
façade features aluminum windows, fiber cement siding, and a masonry water table below the 
window sills on the ground floor. Due to Fire Rated requirements and because of its proximity 
to the adjacent existing building, we are minimizing the openings on these two bays. 




