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Ord. No. __________


BILL NO. 22 - 2013
             ORDINANCE NO. ___________
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM, 

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON, 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE IN 

SECTIONS 1302, 1304, 1305, 1318, 1322, 1325 and 1326

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.  That Article 1302 of the Zoning Ordinance titled, Definitions, Section 1302.60 which reads as follows:
1302.60 Kennel. Any commercial or private place where [four] or more dogs, cats or other animals over three 

 months of age are kept, raised, sold, boarded, bred, shown, treated or groomed.

shall be amended to read as follows:

1302.60 Kennel.  Any commercial or private place where six or more dogs, cats or other animals over three months of age are kept, raised, sold, boarded, bred, shown, treated or groomed.

SECTION 2.  That Article 1304 of the Zoning Ordinance titled, Allowed Uses in Primarily Residential Districts, Section 1304.01.b.3 shall be amended to add the following: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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SECTION 3.  That Article 1305 of the Zoning Ordinance titled, Allowed Uses in Primarily Non-Residential Districts, Section 1305.01.b. shall be amended to add the following: 
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SECTION 4.  That Article 1318 of the Zoning Ordinance titled, General Regulations, Section 1318.12 which reads as follows:
1318.12
 Fences and Allowed Features in Front Yards. Subject to Section 1318.06, the provisions of Section 1318.09 shall not apply to front fences or walls of 4 feet or less height above the natural grade in the required front yard nor to terraces, steps, wheelchair ramps, uncovered porches, or other similar features not over 3 feet high above grade level. If an existing principal building has a nonconforming front yard setback, the 4 feet maximum height for fences and walls shall only apply to the area between the principal building and the street. Where a corner lot is required to provide a larger side yard adjacent to a street, the 4 feet maximum height for fences and walls shall apply to the area from the front lot line to the [back] of the principal building [,but shall not be limited to a 4 feet maximum height in the rear yard]. Decorative fence posts are permitted to be up to 6 inches higher.

shall be amended to read as follows:

1318.12
Fences and Allowed Features in Front Yards. Subject to Section 1318.06, the provisions of Section 1318.09 shall not apply to front fences or walls of 4 feet or less height above the natural grade in the required front yard nor to terraces, steps, wheelchair ramps, uncovered porches, or other similar features not over 3 feet high above grade level. If an existing principal building has a nonconforming front yard setback, the 4 feet maximum height for fences and walls shall only apply to the area between the principal building and the street. Where a corner lot is required to provide a larger side yard adjacent to a street, the 4 feet maximum height for fences and walls shall apply to the area from the front lot line to the front wall of the principal building only. Decorative fence posts are permitted to be up to 6 inches higher.  
SECTION 5.  That Article 1318 of the Zoning Ordinance titled, General Regulations, Section 1318.16 which reads as follows:

1318.16
Fences and Allowed Features in Side Yards. Subject to Section 1318.06, the provisions of Section 1318.14 shall not apply to fences or walls not over 6 feet high above the natural grade nor to unroofed patios, steps, uncovered porches or decks or other similar features not over 3 feet high above the average ground level or to wheelchair ramps. Decorative fence posts are permitted to be up to 6 inches higher.
shall be amended to read as follows:
1318.16
Fences and Allowed Features in Side Yards. Subject to Section 1318.06, the provisions of Section 1318.14 shall not apply to fences or walls not over 6 feet high above the natural grade nor to unroofed patios, steps, uncovered porches or decks or other similar features not over 3 feet high above the average ground level or to wheelchair ramps. Decorative fence posts are permitted to be up to 6 inches higher.  Fences in any Industrial zoning district may be a maximum height of 10’.
SECTION 6.  That Article 1318 of the Zoning Ordinance titled, General Regulations, Section 1318.17 which reads as follows:

1318.17
Rear Yard Requirements; Rear Fences and Decks. No building or structure shall be built within the minimum depth from the rear lot line specified in Section 1306, except as specifically permitted otherwise. Subject to Section 1318.06, the minimum rear yard depth shall not apply to fences or walls not over 6 feet high above the natural grade(with decorative fence posts up to 6 inches higher) nor to terraces, steps, uncovered porches, wheelchair ramps or similar features not over 3 feet high above the average grade level.
(a)
Up to one third of the required minimum rear yard may be occupied by an unenclosed ground floor rear porch or wood deck, with or without a roof.

(b)
If a fence is placed within an easement, the City may require the construction of a gate to allow access for the easement purposes. A fence shall not obstruct drainage in a drainage easement. Where a fence may be allowed in an easement, the owner shall assume responsibility to remove the fence if needed to accomplish work authorized by the easement.

shall be amended to read as follows:

1318.17
Rear Yard Requirements; Rear Fences and Decks. No building or structure shall be built within the minimum depth from the rear lot line specified in Section 1306, except as specifically permitted otherwise. Subject to Section 1318.06, the minimum rear yard depth shall not apply to fences or walls not over 6 feet high above the natural grade(with decorative fence posts up to 6 inches higher) nor to terraces, steps, uncovered porches, wheelchair ramps or similar features not over 3 feet high above the average grade level.  Fences in any Industrial zoning district may be a maximum height of 10’.
(a)
Up to one third of the required minimum rear yard may be occupied by an unenclosed ground floor rear porch or wood deck, with or without a roof.

(b)
If a fence is placed within an easement, the City may require the construction of a gate to allow access for the easement purposes. A fence shall not obstruct drainage in a drainage easement. Where a fence may be allowed in an easement, the owner shall assume responsibility to remove the fence if needed to accomplish work authorized by the easement.

SECTION 7.  That Article 1322 of the Zoning Ordinance titled, Additional Requirements for Specific Uses, Section 1322.03 which reads as follows:

(o) 
Conversion of any single family dwelling to additional numbers of dwelling units.
(1)
One dwelling unit shall have a minimum of 700 square feet of habitable floor area and all additional dwelling units shall have minimum habitable floor areas according to the following standards:



Type of Unit


  Square feet



One-bedroom



500



Two-bedroom



700



Three-bedroom


900
(2)
Each dwelling unit, after conversion, shall contain within the unit complete kitchen, toilet and bathing facilities.

(3)
This use shall not be permitted unless the property owner provides the entire building for inspection by City Codes Enforcement officials to inspect the entire building for compliance with City codes, prior to issuance of a zoning permit.

(4)
The yard, building area, and other applicable requirements for the district shall not be reduced. The same minimum lot area per dwelling unit shall be met as if the building would be newly constructed with the proposed number of dwelling units. 

(5)
No exterior structural alteration of the building shall be made, except as may be necessary for purposes of sanitation, safety or historic rehabilitation. 

(6)
Such conversion shall be authorized only for a large pre-existing detached or semi-detached building. If the building is currently a one family dwelling, it shall not be converted to two or more dwelling units unless the building included more than 3,000 square feet of habitable floor area prior to the enactment of this Ordinance.

(7)
Plans showing the proposed rearrangement of the interior of the building and provisions for off-street parking space, including the proposed entrance and exit to such parking spaces, shall be provided.

(8)
All parking requirements shall be met for the total number of dwelling units.

shall be amended by adding paragraph (9) to read as follows:

(o) 
Conversion of any single family dwelling to additional numbers of dwelling units.
(1)
One dwelling unit shall have a minimum of 700 square feet of habitable floor area and all additional dwelling units shall have minimum habitable floor areas according to the following standards:



Type of Unit


  Square feet



One-bedroom



500



Two-bedroom



700



Three-bedroom


900

(2)
Each dwelling unit, after conversion, shall contain within the unit complete kitchen, toilet and bathing facilities.

(3)
This use shall not be permitted unless the property owner provides the entire building for inspection by City Codes Enforcement officials to inspect the entire building for compliance with City codes, prior to issuance of a zoning permit.

(4)
The yard, building area, and other applicable requirements for the district shall not be reduced. The same minimum lot area per dwelling unit shall be met as if the building would be newly constructed with the proposed number of dwelling units. 

(5)
No exterior structural alteration of the building shall be made, except as may be necessary for purposes of sanitation, safety or historic rehabilitation. 

(6)
Such conversion shall be authorized only for a large pre-existing detached or semi-detached building. If the building is currently a one family dwelling, it shall not be converted to two or more dwelling units unless the building included more than 3,000 square feet of habitable floor area prior to the enactment of this Ordinance.

(7)
Plans showing the proposed rearrangement of the interior of the building and provisions for off-street parking space, including the proposed entrance and exit to such parking spaces, shall be provided.

(8)
All parking requirements shall be met for the total number of dwelling units.

(9)
In accordance with Article 1347.10 of the City of Bethlehem Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance, as amended, every newly created residential unit shall pay a recreation fee in accordance with the City of Bethlehem fee schedule.  

SECTION 8.  That Article 1325 of the Zoning Ordinance titled, Zoning Hearing Board, Section 1325.09 which reads as follows:
1325.09
Actions of the Board on Exercising Powers. [In exercising the above-mentioned powers, the Board may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the order, requirements, decision or determination appealed from and may make such order, requirement, decision or determination as ought to be made and, to that end, shall have all the powers of the zoning officer from whom the appeal is taken.

(a)]
No decision of the Board permitting the use of a building or land shall be valid for more than two years unless such use is established within this period. Where such use is dependent upon the erection or alteration of a building, the Board's decision shall continue in force and effect if a construction permit for such work is obtained within such period, and such erection or alteration is started and proceeds to completion in accordance with the terms of the decision.

shall be amended to read as follows:

1325.09
Actions of the Board on Exercising Powers.  No decision of the Board permitting the use of a building or land shall be valid for more than two years unless such use is established within this period. Where such use is dependent upon the erection or alteration of a building, the Board's decision shall continue in force and effect if a construction permit for such work is obtained within such period, and such erection or alteration is started and proceeds to completion in accordance with the terms of the decision.

SECTION 9.  That Article 1326 of the Zoning Ordinance titled, Amendments, Section 1326.02.c which reads as follows:

(c)
Proposals originated by a citizen's petition. Each petition of a proposal for amendment to the zoning ordinance by citizens or a landowner must be submitted in writing to the City Council together with a fee as provided in the City Fee Schedule. On receipt of said petition, Council shall transmit a copy of the petition to the Planning Commission at least 30 days prior to the hearing on such proposed amendment. Within 30 days after its submission to the Planning Commission, the Commission should submit to City Council a report containing the Commission's recommendation, including any additions or modifications of the original proposal. Failure of the Planning commission to submit such report within 30 days shall not by itself delay a hearing. 
shall be amended to read as follows:

(c)
Proposals originated by a citizen's petition. Each petition of a proposal for amendment to the zoning ordinance by citizens or a landowner must be submitted in writing to the City Council together with a fee as provided in the City Fee Schedule, plus payment in full by the applicant of all costs incurred by the City in publishing of legally required advertising. On receipt of said petition and payment, Council shall transmit a copy of the petition to the Planning Commission at least 30 days prior to the hearing on such proposed amendment. Within 30 days after its submission to the Planning Commission, the Commission should submit to City Council a report containing the Commission's recommendation, including any additions or modifications of the original proposal. Failure of the Planning commission to submit such report within 30 days shall not by itself delay a hearing. All proposals originated by a citizen’s petition for rezoning/zoning map revisions must be acknowledged by a Notary Public and signed by the owners of 50% or more of the land proposed to be rezoned.
SECTION 10.  All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed.

                                                                             Sponsored by  ____________________


                                                                                       
      ______________________


PASSED finally in Council on the                 day of                                  , 2013.

                                                                                                   President of Council

ATTEST:

City Clerk


This Ordinance approved this             day of                                   , 2013.







Mayor

