CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Department of Community and Economic Development 


Interoffice Memo

TO:

Eric Evans, City Council President
FROM:
Darlene L. Heller, Director of Planning and Zoning 

RE:

Keystone Communities Development Program


Public Improvement Grants



Implementation of the Eastern Gateway Vision Study

Attached is a resolution to support the grant application for a Keystone Communities Development Grant for public improvements in the South Bethlehem Eastern Gateway neighborhood.  
In 2011, the City and CADCB, in conjunction with the South Side Vision 2014 task force, many south side partners and the neighborhood residents, completed the Eastern Gateway Vision Study.  The study outlines next steps for the target area, including streetscape improvements and enhancements to neighborhood public space such as the Greenway and the Skateplaza.  In October, the region received a $3.4 million HUD Sustainable Communities grant that includes a $450,000 allocation for further planning and design in the Eastern Gateway target area.   

A portion of the $450,000 HUD grant and other local matching funds will be utilized as match for the Keystone Communities Development Program grant noted in the attached resolution.  

City council already approved this resolution in February of 2012.  DCED is asking us to reconfirm the City’s commitment to this project because of the lag time in the grant review process.  Our office requests that the resolution be placed on the upcoming agenda.  Please let our office know if you need any additional information.  
CC:
Mayor Callahan

J. Kelly


City Council members


D. Reichard


Ellen Larmer, CADCB

DATE:
  

















Darlene L. Heller, AICP
Director of Planning and Zoning

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-

WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem is authorizing the filing of a proposal for funds with the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED), Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem is desirous of obtaining funds from the Department in the amount of $250,000 for implementation of streetscapes and other public space improvements as described in the South Bethlehem Eastern Gateway Vision Study.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Bethlehem will assume the provision of the full local share of the project cost with the cooperation and participation of local partners and other related grants.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Bethlehem will reimburse the Commonwealth for the State’s share of any expenditure found by DCED to be ineligible. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is directed to execute a certificate attesting to the adoption of this resolution and to furnish a copy of the Resolution to the Department of Community and Economic Development.




ADOPTED by Council this____ day of_____________, 2013.

ATTEST:

__________________________

 /s/ City Clerk

Cynthia H. Biedenkopf
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