CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Inter-Office Correspondence

SUBJECT:
Rules of Council – Proposed Amendments

Recommendations of Special Council Committee
Election of President and Vice President of Council

TO:

Members of City Council
FROM:
Karen Dolan, Chairwoman of Special Council Committee 
DATE:
December 15, 2011

This is regarding the proposed Amendments to the Rules of Council recommended by the Special Council Committee at its Meetings on October 26, 2011 and November 30, 2011 on the subjects of Rules of Council – Revisions, and Nominations and Elections – Procedures.  
Christopher Spadoni, City Council Solicitor, has advised that the Third Class City Code and Pennsylvania Sunshine Law mandate every vote of City Council to be public and recorded by the City Clerk (53 P.S. Sec. 36007 et seq. and Pennsylvania Sunshine Act).   

Accordingly, the Election of the President and the Vice President of Council must be by Roll Call.  The applicable paragraph of the Resolution with proposed Amendments to the Rules of Council recommended by the Special Council Committee has been revised, per the attached, for consideration by the Members of Council at the December 21, 2011 City Council Meeting.
Karen Dolan, Chairwoman of Special Council Committee 

Attachments
cc:
C. Spadoni

Rules of Council – Proposed Amendments

Election of President and Vice President of Council
That the following paragraph in the Proposed Resolution:

Ballot Elections – President of Council and Vice President of Council

The Members of Council shall vote for the President of Council and the Vice President of Council by using the Ballot Election – Procedure Two, in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order - Ballot Election – Procedure Two – See Attachment 2.   All candidates for the President and Vice President of Council shall be considered at the same time.  

be revised to read as follows:

Roll Call Elections – President of Council and Vice President of Council

The Members of Council shall vote for the President of Council and the Vice President of Council by Roll Call Election.   All candidates for the President and Vice President of Council shall be considered at the same time.  

