RESOLUTION NO. 2011-189


RE:
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS UNDER THE




PROVISIONS OF THE ACT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA




LEGISLATURE 1961, JUNE 13, P.L. 282 (53




SECTION 8004) AND BETHLEHEM ORDINANCE NO.




3952 AS AMENDED.



      WHEREAS, it is proposed to install the previously approved solar concentrator in a new location on top of the mezzanine stair tower penthouse and to renovate the historic stair tower windows to operate as smoke hatches at 301 Broadway.




NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Bethlehem that a Certificate of Appropriateness is hereby granted for the work.



 


Sponsored by: 
/s/ David T. DiGiacinto






          

/s/ J. William Reynolds


ADOPTED BY COUNCIL THIS 1st DAY OF November, 2011. 









/s/ Robert J. Donchez








  President of Council
ATTEST:

/s/ Cynthia H. Biedenkopf

City Clerk

HISTORIC CONSERVATION COMMISSION

CASE # 393 – It is proposed to install the previously approved solar concentrator in a new location on top of the mezzanine stair tower penthouse and to renovate the historic stair tower windows to operate as smoke hatches at 301 Broadway.  

OWNER/APPLICANT:  Sycamore Hill Farm Development /Lawrence Eighmy
The Commission upon motion by Mr. Lader and seconded by Mr. Roeder adopted the proposal that City Council issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposed work described herein: 

1. The proposal to install the previously approved solar concentrator in a new location on top of the mezzanine stair tower penthouse and to renovate the historic stair tower windows to operate as smoke hatches at 301 Broadway was presented by Lawrence Eighmy.
2.  The previously approved location must be changed due to structural issues with placing the solar concentrator structure on the main roof.  
3. After extensive study of the new, 12’ higher location, the majority of the Historic Commission concluded that the solar concentrator would be acceptable in this location because it would be removed from the roof if no longer functioning for its intended purpose, and, when removed, the building would be returned to its historic appearance without any permanent change as required by Secretary of the Interior Standard #10.  

4. The solar concentrator and its associated structure must be removed from the building when no longer is use.

5. The majority of the Commission also concluded, based on the 3-dimension drawings submitted on 10/24/2011, that the concentrator would be minimally visible from the streets immediately around the building, except for upper Montclair Ave. and Wyandotte Street hill.  

6. The solar concentrator must be placed in the stowed position when not in use or at night.

7. The solar concentrator will be silver metal on the back side and a mirrored metal on the active front face.  The Commission thought the silver metal would help make the concentrator blend with the sky under certain weather conditions.

8. It was agreed that the solar collector would be visible from distances further away from the building, but that at those distances the architecture of the building would be less associated with the concentrator and also less visible.
9. Three historic stair tower windows will be restored and two will be renovated to operate as smoke hatches as required to meet fire code.  
10. Other areas of white stucco on the penthouses will be repaired as needed and painted to match the existing red color of the pent houses.
11. The proposed work was approved with a 6-1 vote.  Mrs. Pongracz was opposed to the proposal because she thought the solar concentrator was not historically appropriate for this important example of A.W. Leh’s architecture.  She also did not think sufficient information was provided for her to fully understand the concentrator’s impact on the historic district.
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Date of Meeting: October 17, 2011


Title:

Historic Officer


