CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Department of Community and Economic Development 


Interoffice Memo

TO:

Robert J. Donchez, President of Council

FROM:
Darlene L. Heller, Director of Planning and Zoning 

RE:

Final Draft Zoning Ordinance

DATE:
June 9, 2011

At its May 26, 2011 meeting, the Planning Commission voted 4 to 0 to recommend approval of the final draft of the Zoning Ordinance last revised May 23, 2011 along with the four provisions noted in the May 23 memo from the Planning Bureau.

Also attached is the summary of comments from the May 4, 2011 public meeting.  The three documents are attached for your review and comment.

We look forward to working with City Council members to assist in processing this very important ordinance through final adoption. 






Darlene L. Heller 

Director of Planning and Zoning

cc:
Mayor Callahan  /w attachments


Members of Council  /w attachments


C. Spadoni  w/ attachments


C. Biedenkopf  w/ attachments


J. Kelly  w/ attachments


C. Cooper  w/ attachments


T. Samuelson


C. Bartleson 

DRAFT ZONING ORDINANCE

PUBLIC MEETING

MAY 4, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.

WESTSIDE MORAVIAN CHURCH

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENT

Darlene Heller presented the Draft Zoning Ordinance last revised March 23, 2011.  She also went through the comments in the LVPC letter.

Charlie Unangst, Hanover Engineering, asked if only single-family detached dwellings would be allowed in the RR – Rural Residential District.  What would be the cluster homes with open space option?

Would South Mountain be developed or not?

Bill Scheirer, 1890 Eaton Avenue, asked about changes to billboard regulations. He also stated that he is concerned about what he refers to as Zoning Creep:  residential slowly becoming commercial farther out Easton Avenue as well as other areas.  He said that we should not be ratifying the Zoning Hearing Board decisions.

Pat Herrity stated that he is also concerned about the size of billboards and whether electronic billboards will be allowed.

Dana Grubb commented that he is concerned about the “Stefko-ization” of Easton Avenue.

Yong hao feels there should be stricter laws governing non-conforming uses and setbacks for dumpsters and loading docks.

Mark Bahnick, Van Cleef Engineering, asked if the map on the website is the latest version.

John McGeehan stated that he would like a way to stop PPL from mangling street trees.  He asked how the steep slope ordinance would affect street trees and the upkeep thereof.  

Al Bernotas asked about the medical facility at the corner of Dewberry Avenue and Center Street and asked for a better definition of medical facility.  He also asked about what would be permitted at the southeast corner of Butztown Road and Linden Street.  He stated that he believes that when there is an appeal for a non-conforming use, the current Zoning and the next closest Zoning District should be taken into account and the Ordinances for the stricter district should be imposed.

Mr. Bernotas asked why the definition of passenger vehicle was taken out of the new Zoning Ordinance.  He believes that article 1319.03(1) – Up to 13,000 pounds should only allow vehicles up to 6,000 pounds.  He thinks the current Zoning for passenger/commercial vehicle Ordinances are fine the way they are.

Bill Scheirer stated that he hopes the CL parking requirements will not be too restrictive.  He feels that there is a danger of creating too many parking lots on W. Broad Street.

Dana Grubb stated that he thinks the definition of roadside stand may be too restrictive.  Scholl’s Orchard on Center Street grows some of their produce off-site.

Sue Fang spoke out against allowing non-conforming uses in residential zoning districts.
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