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CITY OF BETHLEHEM

RESOLUTION NO. _________

WHEREAS, Michael Lenner, is a Police Officer of the City of Bethlehem (Badge 

No. 367); and

WHEREAS, Bethlehem City Council was advised via communication by City Solicitor John F. Spirk, Jr., Esq., dated September 17, 2010 as to the misconduct and discipline of Officer Michael Lenner recommending termination; and

WHEREAS, 53 Pa.C.S. § 39408 states:

"All employees subject to civil service shall be subject to suspension by the director of the department for misconduct, or violation of any law of this Commonwealth, any ordinance of the City, or regulation of the department, pending action by the City Council upon the charges made against any of such employees. On hearing before the City Council, where they may be represented by counsel, they may be fined or suspended for a period not exceeding thirty days with or without pay, or they may be discharged by City Council, if found guilty of the charges made against them." and

WHEREAS, pursuant to proper Public Notice, Bethlehem City Council held public hearings on December 8, 2010 and January 24, 2011; and

WHEREAS, Michael Lenner was represented before Bethlehem City Council by Philip Lauer, Esq. and the City of Bethlehem was represented by City Solicitor John F. Spirk, Jr., Esq.; and

WHEREAS, upon consideration of the testimony and exhibits as submitted to Bethlehem City Council at the aforementioned public hearings, the openings, arguments, and submissions of counsel, Be It Resolved by Bethlehem City Council as follows:

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1.  Police Officer Michael Lenner (Badge No. 367), with other Bethlehem City  

     police officers, were involved in a vehicle pursuit on March 8, 2010 of one 

     Cory Vazquez, terminating at Elizabeth Avenue and Chelsea Avenue (adjacent 

      to Roosevelts 21 Bar), with Mr. Vazquez's car striking a street sign.

2.  Police Officer John Nye exited his City police vehicle and delivered various 

     physical strikes to Mr. Vazquez while Mr. Vazquez was present within his 

     vehicle.

3.  Officer John Nye, Michael Lenner, and other City of Bethlehem Police 

     Officers were present at the Elizabeth Avenue / Chelsea Avenue location . 

     Police Officer John Nye exited his City patrol vehicle and delivered a "flying 

knee" to Mr. Vazquez while Mr. Vazquez was within his vehicle. Officer Nye 

then proceeded head first into the Vazquez vehicle and while within the vehicle with Mr. Vazquez, Officer Nye delivered several punches to Mr. Vazquez. Officer Michael Lenner was present during these actions by Officer Nye. City Police Officer Maczko restrained Officer Nye from Mr. Vazquez. Upon Mr. Vazquez being subdued, while Mr. Vazquez was on the ground adjacent to his stopped/damaged vehicle, Officer Nye delivered a kick to Mr. Vazquez (Bethlehem City Council viewed the surveillance video).

4.  On or about March 9, 2010, Morning Call Reporter Lynn Olanoff forwarded a 

complaint to the City of Bethlehem Police Department as to excessive force 

being utilized in the apprehension and arrest of Mr. Vazquez.

5. Officer Michael Lenner, prior to leaving the scene at Roosevelts 21 Bar on 

March 8, 2010, inquired of Thomas Urglavitch, Manager of Roosevelts 21 Bar 

as to the incident being recorded upon the bar surveillance system . Mr. 

Urglavitch, at this time, was unsure as to the incident being captured upon the 

surveillance system, however, Mr. Urglavitch indicated that he would review 

the bar's surveillance system . Officer Lenner told Mr. Urglavitch that if a 

surveillance video did exist, Officer Lenner instructed Mr. Urglavitch to give 

the video to Officer Lenner and no one else.

6.  On March 10, 2010, Manager Urglavitch called Officer Lenner and advised 

that he had the surveillance video and on the evening of March 10, 2010, City 

Police Officers Nye, Lenner, Ebert, and Lechman proceeded to Roosevelts 21 

Bar to view the surveillance recording of the incident.

7.  After viewing the video, a copy of the video was delivered to Officer Lenner 

by Manager Urglavitch in a "take-out container" as Mr. Urglavitch testified he 

was instructed to do so as Officer Lenner did not want anyone else being 

aware that a copy of the video was delivered to Officer Lenner.

8.  On March 11, 2010, Officer John Nye observed Mr. Vazquez at the Bethlehem 

City Police Department and Officer Nye became aware that a complaint had 

been made as to unreasonable and excessive force by Mr. Vazquez. Officer 

Lenner was also made aware of this Complaint by Mr. Vazquez on March 11, 

2010.

 9. On March 24, 2010, Police Commissioner Stuart Bedics suspended Officer 

Nye pending investigation of the incident and at this time, Officer Nye did not 

inform Commissioner Bedics of the surveillance video and/or the surveillance 

video being viewed by City of Bethlehem Police Officers.

10. Later, Officer Nye, in an interview with Police Commissioner Bedics on 

April 8, 2010, advised Commissioner Bedics as to the existence of the 

surveillance video and advised that he and Officer Lenner had viewed the 

surveillance video.  

11. In violation of a direct order from the Police Commissioner, Police Officer 

John Nye contacted Officer Lenner (within a very short period of time) on 

several occasions after the interview with Police Commissioner Bedics. 

Phone records indicate that Officer Michael Lenner then contacted Mr.

Urglavitch and Mr. Urglavitch testified that Officer Lenner told him that he 

did not want the surveillance video available.  Officer Lenner indicated to Mr.

Urglavitch to destroy any copies and to not disclose nor inform anyone about 

the video being given to Officer Lenner as Officer Lenner had told his 

superiors previously that he did not have a copy.

12. On April 8, 2010, Officer Lenner was interviewed by Commissioner Bedics 

and denied that he had obtained a copy of the video, also Officer Lenner lied 

to the Police Commissioner that he had not asked for a copy of the video, lied 

as to whether he had reviewed it, and further did not disclose to his superiors 

that he had instructed Manager Urglavitch to destroy the video.  Additionally, 

Officer Lenner lied to the Police Commissioner about his contact with Officer 

Nye.

13. Later on April 8, 2010, the City of Bethlehem Police Department obtained a 

search warrant which was served upon Roosevelts 21 Bar and Mr. Urglavitch

and owner William Cornish of Roosevelts 21 Bar appeared at Bethlehem 

Police Headquarters for questioning.

14. Following the seizure of a number of DVDs from Roosevelts 21 Bar pursuant 

to the search warrant, the Northampton County District Attorney's Office was 

able to locate the embedded surveillance footage. Mr. Urglavitch told 

Bethlehem City Police that Roosevelts 21 Bar owner Cornish had given Mr. 

Urglavitch a copy of the video and Mr. Urglavitch had given the video to

Officer Lenner.

15. Later on April 8, 2010, Lt. DiLuzio and Sgt. Felchock of the Bethlehem City 

Police appeared at the residence of Officer Lenner.  Lt. DiLuzio told Officer 

Lenner that he had been "given up" by Mr. Urglavitch advising that Mr.

Urglavitch had indicated to the Bethlehem City Police supervisors that Mr. 

Urglavitch had given a copy of the video to Officer Lenner.  Officer Lenner

consented to the search of his residence and advised that he had destroyed the 

surveillance video because it was "bad news".

16. In an interview on August 5, 2010 with Police Commissioner Bedics, Officer

Lenner admitted viewing the video, admitted asking Mr. Urglavitch for a 

copy of the video, admitted receiving a copy of the video from Mr.

Urglavitch, and subsequently advising that he destroyed the video. At this 

August 5, 2010 interview, Officer Lenner admitted his deceit and lying to 

Police Commissioner Bedics and this deceit/lying by Officer Lenner was

confirmed by the Bethlehem City Police Commissioner, the Bethlehem City 

Deputy Police Commissioner and the FOP Representative.

17. Upon the Northampton County District Attorney's Office reviewing this 

incident as to alleged police utilizing excessive force, Officer Michael Lenner 

was arrested for tampering with /fabricating physical evidence (18 P .S. 

49101), a violation of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code being a misdemeanor of 

the second degree.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW - DISCUSSION

Officer Lenner failed to disclose that he had viewed and subsequently obtained a copy of the surveillance video which impeded the investigation of the City of Bethlehem Police Department.  On numerous occasions, Officer Lenner lied and was deceitful when asked whether he had requested or had received a copy of the surveillance video . Officer Lenner failed to provide the City of Bethlehem Police Department with the information within his control, thereby impeding the investigation.

Officer Lenner lied to the Bethlehem Police Department when he failed to disclose the existence of the video, failed to advise that he had viewed the video, failed to provide the video, and further had lied concerning his contact with Officer Nye . Officer Lenner impeded the investigation of the City of Bethlehem Police Department when he instructed Mr. Urglavitch to destroy any remaining copies of the video and to not disclose the existence of the video.

Bethlehem City Council specifically finds that Officer Michael Lenner violated repeatedly Departmental Policies S.O.P. 56(c)(d)(h)(l), 66(b), General Order 32, and the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (tampering with evidence).

 For all of the foregoing reasons, Officer Michael Lenner is found guilty of the charges as lodged and the punishment of termination is approved effective June 8, 2010 pursuant to 53 P.S. §39408.




Sponsored by






ADOPTED by Bethlehem City Council this                 day of March, 2011.






President of Council

ATTEST:

City Clerk

