AMENDMENTS TO BILL NO. 3 - 2011

PRIVATE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM,

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING 

ARTICLE 735 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES

ENTITLED EMERGENCY ALARM SYSTEM.

SECTION 1.  That Sections 735.04 (1) and (4) which read as follows:


735.04 ALARM SYSTEM USE

In order to assure proper response to an Alarm Site and to minimize False Alarms, an Alarm User shall:


(1)
Notify the Alarm Administrator with any changes to the information contained on 

the Alarm Registration form including emergency contact information and Responder information within [three (3)] business days of the change;

(4)
[ Have at least two (2) Responders available and capable of responding 

within thirty (30) minutes to the Alarm System's location when requested by the Police Department in order to: deactivate an Alarm System; provide access to the Alarm Site; and/or provide alternative security for the Alarm Site ]
shall be amended to read as follows:


735.04 ALARM SYSTEM USE


(1)
Notify the Alarm Administrator with any changes to the information 

contained on the Alarm Registration form including emergency contact information and Responder information within seven (7) business days of the change;


(4)
The names, addresses, and telephone numbers of at least two (2) persons who 

are authorized to respond to an emergency and gain access to the address where the device is installed.

SECTION 2.  That Section 735.05 A. (1) which reads as follows:


735.05 ALARM INSTALLATION AND MONITORING
A.
The Alarm Company performing Installation shall also:

AMENDMENTS TO BILL NO. 3 – 2011





Page 2

(1) Apply for and obtain a valid Alarm Registration from the Alarm Administrator [(3) three days ] prior to the installation; 

shall be amended to read as follows:


735.05 ALARM INSTALLATION AND MONITORING

A.
The Alarm Company performing Installation shall also:

(1)
Apply for and obtain a valid Alarm Registration from the Alarm Administrator seven (7) business days prior to the installation; 

SECTION 3.  That Section 735.09 B. which reads as follows:


735.09 APPEAL FROM DENIAL OR REVOCATION OF AN ALARM



REGISTRATION
B.
The Alarm User, or the Alarm Business on behalf of the Alarm User, may appeal the decision of the Alarm Administrator to the Commissioner of Police by filing a written request for a review setting forth the reasons for the appeal within [ twenty (20) ] days after receipt of notice.  If a request for appeal is not made within [ twenty (20) days ], the action is final;

shall be amended to read as follows:


735.09 APPEAL FROM DENIAL OR REVOCATION OF AN ALARM



REGISTRATION


B.
The Alarm User, or the Alarm Business on behalf of the Alarm User, may appeal the decision of the Alarm Administrator to the Commissioner of Police by filing a written request for a review setting forth the reasons for the appeal within thirty (30) days after receipt of notice.  If a request for appeal is not made within thirty (30) days, the action is final;
SECTION 4.  That Sections 735.11 A, B, and E which read as follows:


735.11 FEES

A.
The fee for an Alarm Registration is Twenty-five ($25.00) Dollars for a residential alarm and Fifty ($50.00) Dollars for a business alarm. No refund of a registration will be made.  The initial Alarm Registration fee must be submitted to the Alarm Administrator not less than [ seven (7) ] days before the Alarm System installation or at the time of an Alarm System Takeover. New Alarm registrations fees after March 31 will be prorated.  
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B. 
[ The fee to renew an Alarm Registration is Fifteen ($15.00) Dollars for a residential alarm and Thirty-five (35.00) Dollars for a business alarm. This fee along with a ] registration update form must be submitted no later than December 31 so that the registration may continue for the following year. Alarm Registrations not being renewed by January 2nd shall be subject to suspension and/or revocation. Renewal Alarm Registrations will be subject to a late fee of $25.00 if not renewed and paid before February 1 of each succeeding year.

[ E.          Fees will be reviewed by the city administration and adjusted accordingly as needed. ]

shall be amended to read as follows:


735.11 FEES

A.
The fee for an Alarm Registration is Twenty-five ($25.00) Dollars for a residential alarm and Fifty ($50.00) Dollars for a business alarm. No refund of a registration will be made.  The initial Alarm Registration fee must be submitted to the Alarm Administrator not less than fifteen (15) days before the Alarm System installation or at the time of an Alarm System Takeover. New Alarm registrations fees after March 31 will be prorated.  

B. 
A registration update form must be submitted no later than December 31 so that the registration may continue for the following year. Alarm Registrations not being renewed by January 2nd shall be subject to suspension and/or revocation. Renewal Alarm Registrations will be subject to a late fee of $25.00 if not renewed and paid before February 1 of each succeeding year.

SECTION 5.  That Section 735.99 which reads as follows:

735.99 PENALTIES

A.
Any Person who violates any provision of this Article shall be subject to the following penalties:

(1) First violation – A fine of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars [ , or thirty days imprisonment, or both ] ;

(2) Second violation - A fine of  [ Three Hundred ($300.00) ] Dollars [ , or sixty days imprisonment, or both ] ;

(3) Third and each subsequent violation - A fine of [ Six Hundred ($600.00) ]


Dollars [ , or ninety days imprisonment, or both ] .

[ B.
Other Commonwealth of Pennsylvania state fines and penalties may also apply.
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C.
If the Department responds to a False Alarm at an Alarm Site where the Registration has been revoked the penalties shall be tripled. ]

shall be amended to read as follows:

A.
Any Person who violates any provision of this Article shall be subject to the following penalties:

(1)
First violation – A fine of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars;

(2)
Second violation - A fine of Two Hundred ($200.00);

(3)
Third and each subsequent violation - A fine of Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars.


SECTION 2.  That all Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are, and the same are hereby repealed.
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Presented on First Reading at February 15, 2011 City Council Meeting
