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INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

Date:

February 9, 2011

To:

Mr. Robert Donchez

                        President, Bethlehem City Council

From:

Stephen Repasch

                        Executive Director, Bethlehem Authority (BA)

Subject:
Proposed Wind Energy Project

__________________________________________________________

 President Donchez,

As I believe you are aware, the Bethlehem Authority has been discussing the idea of developing a wind energy project in its watershed properties for over two years. We have reached the point where, after conducting a search and reviewing and interviewing potential candidates to partner with, the Authority has chosen Call Mountain Wind, LLC, to negotiate a license agreement with for certain areas of the watershed to build and operate a wind energy project. 

Call Mountain Wind is a joint venture between Delsea Energy from Toms River, NJ, and Citizens Energy Corp. from Boston, MA. I’ve attached a summary presentation of the proposed project for your review.  Please note that there has not yet been any determination as to the number or location of proposed wind turbines on the Authority property.  Rather, the attached summary should be viewed as an initial proposal, subject to further field investigation and confirmation, once a license agreement has been finalized with Call Mountain Wind.

We have met informally with the City’s Environmental Advisory Council to present the proposed plan, and will meet with them again at their next regular meeting. We will be meeting with the Chairman of the Penn Forest Township Supervisors on Friday, February 10, 2011, to present the proposed project to him and answer any questions he may have. A public meeting with the Penn Forest Township supervisors will likely need to be scheduled thereafter.

The purpose of this memo is to request this issue be forwarded to a City Council Committee of your choice at its earliest convenience. As it is possible that this issue will attract a fair amount of questions from the Committee members, and possibly the public, we would suggest that the Committee Meeting to be scheduled for this topic be limited to this project with ample time for discussion and questions.

Thank you for considering this project, which we believe is important to the financial health of the City’s Water System and is environmentally responsible on a global level, while protecting the pristine and sensitive qualities of the watershed and the high quality of drinking water for the City and its surrounding communities.

Cc: Mayor Callahan                                       Jim Broughal, Esq.

      Council Members                                     Chris Spadoni, Esq.                                 

      City Clerks                                               John F. Spirk Jr, Esq.

      Bethlehem Authority Members                Dennis Reichard

