CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Inter-Office Memorandum

SUBJECT:
Environmental Advisory Council (EAC)



Proposed Resolution – Riparian Buffer Zones

TO:
 
Robert J. Donchez, President of Council

FROM:
Cynthia H.  Biedenkopf, City Clerk

DATE:
September 2, 2010

Attached is a proposed  Resolution concerning riparian buffer zones that has been submitted by George Yasko, Acting Chair of the Environmental Advisory, for City Council’s consideration.

Cynthia H. Biedenkopf, City Clerk

Attachment

cc: 
Members of Council


C. Spadoni


Mayor Callahan


R. Carp


T. Hanna


D. Heller


G. Yasko
Riparian Buffer Resolution

Bethlehem EAC – July 7, 2010

WHEREAS,
The area immediately adjacent to a stream is extremely environmentally 

sensitive and important to the protection of all streams; and

WHEREAS, 
Proper mowing and maintenance of streamside areas can reduce flood 

damage, decrease storm water management costs, improve filtration of storm water, improve fish and other aquatic life habitat, reduce streambank erosion, improve streamside animal habitat and control the habitat for geese; and

WHEREAS,
A minimum twenty (20) foot wide streamside buffer of uncut native plants 

and grasses is generally accepted as a best practice to provide meaningful protection to a stream, and

WHEREAS,
The City of Bethlehem owns much of the streamside lands located in the 

City,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City shall develop and implement a plan to discontinue mowing of at least twenty (20) feet adjacent to any stream, excepting mowed walkways at appropriate intervals to provide stream access for fishermen and other sporting and recreational users.

