PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL

2009 ANNUAL REPORT

City Council conducted 21 Committee meetings including 4 Committee of the Whole meetings, adopted 39 Ordinances, and passed 226 Resolutions in 2009.

In January 2009, Council approved an Ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance in Section 1324 – Fees for Appeal, and Section 1325 – Notice of Hearings.   A revision to Council’s original request to require that notice of Zoning Hearing Board meetings be given to parties within a radius of 300 feet, instead of only to those whose properties adjoin or face on the same street as the property in question, was recommended by the Planning Commission.  Council approved the related Resolution to increase the fees to $125 for single family owner occupied units and $400 for all other appeals.  

In March, the City’s Comprehensive Plan dated 2008 and Summary of Recommended Revisions dated November 13, 2008 and February 25, 2009 was adopted by City Council that contained sections on the City’s Profile, Future Land Use, Housing and Neighborhoods, Downtown Revitalization and Economic Development, Environmental Conservation, Parks and Recreation, Historic Preservation, Transportation, Community Facilities and Services, Arts and Cultural Amenities, and Action Program.  

In addition, Members of Council adopted an amendment to strengthen the City’s regulations on the demolition of older buildings beyond the three historic districts to include historic resources in other parts of the City.  City Council also adopted an amendment to reference the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement in the Environmental Conservation Strategies section.  The Addendum to the Parks and Recreation Plan submitted by the Recreation Commission was incorporated into the Plan.  

An Ordinance adopted by City Council in March required that motor vehicle purchases not be included in municipal bond issues or notes.

A Resolution revising the 2008 Annual Action Plan was approved in May 2009 by City Council for the City to receive the additional amount of $445,326 in CDBG Stimulus Funds from the Federal Government under the American Recovery and Reinvestment (ARRA) Act of 2009.  The Resolution also included the City’s receipt of $687,480 in Homeless Prevention Funding that was distributed to local organizations including Lehigh Valley Center for Independent Living, Valley Youth House, YMCA, Turning Point, Victory House, and Catholic Charities.  
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In revisions to the 2009 CDBG Program, $30,000 for a Historic Resources Study was approved by Council’s adoption of the Resolution.  Funding for reconstruction of Mountain Drive in the amount of $180,000 and $100,000 for Perry Street reconstruction was also approved by City Council.  

The application for a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources for the Sand Island West project was authorized by City Council Resolution.

City Council approved Intermunicipal Liquor License Transfers for One East Broad Street for a new Restaurant, The Melting Pot, and for the Cobalt Café at the Sands Casino.

The Mounted Unit was reinstituted in 2009, and City Council adopted a Resolution for a Justice Assistance Grant of $172,000 that included funding for the Police Department to have horses to conduct community policing in downtown business districts, parks and recreation areas, and for special events.  The City received another JAG grant in July in the amount of $66,608 that was approved by Council Resolution.  

City Council adopted several Ordinances to reflect the updated departmental responsibilities for the Administration, Parks and Public Property and Public Works, as well as Bond Requirements for the Controller and Treasurer.

A Certificate of Appropriateness was approved by Council for the installation of signs throughout the historic district to guide walkers along the streets and trails of the City.

A requirement to post property at three locations for liquor license transfer requests and community and economic development plans and studies, along with notification of when a submission will be reviewed was adopted by City Council last year.

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania provided funding for various organizations under the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program, and City Council adopted Resolutions for funding of $12.5 million for ArtsQuest and PBS 39; $300,000 for a project at Two West Broad Street (Ashley Development – agent); $1 million for Lehigh University for the Science, Technology, Environment, Policy and Society building project; $1 million for Majestic Realty Development; $2.8 million for Ben Franklin Technology Partners; and $100,000 for Northampton Community College for the job training center at the Fowler Family Southside Center.  Members of Council additionally adopted a Resolution for funding of $1.25 million to assist HRP Management, LLC in the construction of the Martin Tower project at Eighth Avenue.
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To address recycling requirements for festivals, City Council adopted an amendment to be added to all of the City’s Use Permit Agreements that best management practices for environmental protection and energy conservation, including recycling, must be incorporated by the lessee.  

Subsequent to the State legislation passed in 2008 to reform the Earned Income Tax collection system by consolidating 560 EIT collectors into 69 Tax Collection Districts, the City’s participation in a Tax Collection Committee naming the Budget Analyst, Tax Administrator, and Business Administrator to participate in studying the matter was approved by City Council.

In response to neighbors’ objections to a Zoning Hearing Board decision that granted a zoning appeal for Elias Farmers Market on Linden Street, City Council adopted a Resolution to execute a Notice of Intervention to support the neighbors as Appellants versus the Zoning Hearing Board.  

A proposed Ordinance to require Security Cameras at businesses was discussed and reviewed at several Public Safety Committee meetings last year, but by a tie vote the legislation did not advance.  

Following several Public Works Committee meetings, an Ordinance that revised Article 721 addressing regulations pertaining to Streets and Sidewalks and vending carts in the City was amended and finally adopted at City Council’s last meeting of 2009.  

Also adopted at City Council’s last meeting of the year was an Ordinance to provide funding of $8 million for water projects and $2.6 million for sewer projects.   

Robert J. Donchez, President of Council

January 4, 2010

