   CITY OF BETHLEHEM

    Department of Community and Economic Development Interoffice Memo

To:

J. Michael Schweder, President of Council

From:

Irene Woodward, Housing and Community Development Planner

Re:
Resolution for Redevelopment Capital Assistance Grant Program – Northampton Community College


I would like to request that the attached resolution be placed on an upcoming Council agenda for consideration.  

Northampton Community College has been selected to receive $5 million toward the renovations of the Fowler Family Southside Center.  In order to receive the funding the City of Bethlehem must act as the applicant under this program on behalf of Northampton Community College.

There will be no financial commitment on the City’s part for this project, but it will be necessary for the City to act as a pass through for the funds.

The resolution authorizes the submission of the application as well as authorizing the preparation of a cooperation agreement between Northampton Community College and the City for the pass through of funds and the assignment of administrative requirements under the Redevelopment Capital Assistance Grant Program to the Northampton Community College.

A copy of the full application to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is available in the City Clerk’s office.
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Irene Woodward

Housing and Community Development Planner

RESOLUTION NO. 


WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem at the request of Northampton Community College is desirous of obtaining funds from the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Grant Program of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the amount of $5 million, appropriated under the Capital Budget Project Itemization Act of 2004-40, for the purpose of assisting Northampton Community College in the acquisition and construction of the Fowler Family Southside Center in the City of Bethlehem, Northampton County, Pennsylvania; and 


WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem considers that the construction of the Fowler Center will revitalize the South Bethlehem Enterprise Zone area, assist in reducing unemployment and provide economic benefits to the City of Bethlehem, Northampton County and Lehigh Valley region, and strengthen the educational and cultural programs of the City, county and region.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Bethlehem that the Mayor, John B. Callahan, of said municipality, be authorized and directed to execute all application forms necessary to apply for the $5 million grant which will be passed through the City of Bethlehem to Northampton Community College for the purpose of acquiring and improving the Fowler Center;


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Controller be authorized to enter into a Corporation Agreement with Northampton Community College for the project administration of said Fowler Center;


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Bethlehem has been assured by Northampton Community College that it will assume the full local share of the project costs which will be in excess of the $5 million grant, and also assume responsibility for the project’s ongoing operating and maintenance costs;


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk of the City of Bethlehem is directed to execute a certificate attesting to the adoption of this Resolution and to furnish a copy of the Resolution to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.





Sponsored by








ADOPTED by Council this                     day of                         , 20007.








President of Council

ATTEST:

City Clerk

CERTIFICATION


I hereby certify that the foregoing document is a true and correct copy of the Resolution #               adopted by the Council of the City of Bethlehem on                , 2007.


Certified this          day of                  , 2007

                                                               

City Clerk
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