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It is time to get your skates sharpened and your winter gear 

out of the closets. The Earl E. Schaffer Bethlehem Municipal Ice 

Rink will be opening for the season on November 27th! Season 

passes are available at the Recreation office. Resident youth and 

senior citizens are $55, resident adults are $65. Now is also the 

time to sign up for one of our many skating classes that we have 

scheduled or to reserve the Party Room for a birthday or special 

celebration. 

Lessons are offered for the entire family at all skill levels, as 

well as a stick and puck fundamentals class for anyone interested 

in playing hockey. For more information or to sign up for a class, 

visit us online at www.bethlehem-pa.gov/parks , call our office at 

610-865-7081,  or sign up at the rink!
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Follow us on Twitter and 
Facebook for all the latest.

Bethlehem's 
Winter 

Wonderland

Pennsylvania Youth Theatre

The Pennsylvania Youth Theatre will be 

performing Shrek The Musical starting November 

30th and running through December 15th. Shrek The 

Musical brings the hilarious story of everyones 

favorite ogre to new life on stage. With all-new 

songs, great dancng  and breathtaking scenery, 

Shrek The Musical  is part romance, part twisted 

fairy tale and fun for everyone! For tickets and 

showtimes, please contact PYT at 610-332-1400.

The Annual Bethlehem Halloween Parade was held on October 27th under 
beautiful skies and in front of thousands of spectators. With 6 Divisions full of 
participants the parade lasted about 2 hours. The parade was led by the 
2013 Grand Marshall, Mayor John Callahan, who served as Mayor of 
Bethlehem for 10 years. He was escorted through the parade route atop the 
Wells Fargo Stage Coach.

The Halloween Parade also featured many individuals, scouting groups, 
and !oats. However the parade was anchored by 13 bands, with the highlight 
being Liberty High School's Grenadier Band, who marched the parade route 
twice in preperation for their trip to Pasadena, CA to perform in the 
Tournament of Roses Parade on New Years Day.  

Thanks to everyone who came out and supported the Bethlehem 
Halloween Parade this year.  We look forward to seeing everyone next year! 

Ice House 
Performances

The Bethlehem Halloween 
Parade
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Show Dates

Nov. 30 1 & 5 PM

Dec. 1 1 & 5 PM

Dec. 6 7 PM

Dec. 7 1 & 5 PM

Dec. 8 1 & 5 PM

Dec. 13 7 PM

Dec. 14 1 & 5 PM

Dec. 15 1 & 5 PM



Dear Bethlehem:

grew up in the city parks and recreation system and was usually the first kid in the 

morning at the "Summer Playground" at Buchanan School. These experiences were 

important in shaping who I am. So I have always believed in the fact that healthy and 

successful public parks and recreational services help our cities and citizens in more ways than 

one.

In the past ten years, we have invested upwards of $11 million of federal, state, city, and private 

funds in our public parks, recreation, and greenway system.

In the last ten years the City embarked on some large and very much needed projects. The 

results have been astounding:

• Opened the city's first Dog Park

• Bethlehem partnered with the PA League of Cities to build a new, child-designed 

playground at Higbee Park. 

• Constructed the Bethlehem Skateplaza 

• Construction of the greenway in South Bethlehem, which will allow residents to travel 

seamlessly from New Street to Saucon Park

• Rebuilt Westside and Clearview Park pools

• Completed replacement of the ice rink after more than 50 years of use

There may be several factors that determine a City's livability -- public safety, education, 

economic development -- but we cannot underestimate the importance of parks and recreation 

as the quality of place we have come to expect in our neighborhoods. 

Thank you for your continued support for Bethlehem's great park system and the recreation 

programs.  Not a day goes past that I don't feel blessed to have served as mayor during these 

transformative years.  It is my hope that the investments we have made in building new 

recreational space and upgrading existing parks, will be enjoyed by generations to come.

All my best to you and your family for a wonderful holiday and a happy and healthy New Year.

John B. Callahan

Mayor

Letter from the Mayor

I

"We cannot underestimate the 

importance of parks and recreation as 

the quality of place we have come to 

expect in our neighborhoods."


