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Summer 2011 Newsletter 

Mayor Callahan Wins Local Government Award 

The Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks Society, Inc (PRPS) has honored Mayor 

John Callahan with the Local Government Award at its 2011 Recognition and 

Awards program. The award recognizes an elected or appointed individual or 

group of individuals for his, her or their outstanding and significant contributions 

or leadership in support of some facet of the Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks 

Society Profession. 

Mayor Callahan was nominated for the award by Diane Kripas of the 

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Division Chief 

of the Bureau of Recreation and Conservation.  In nominating Mayor Callahan, 

Ms. Kripas described Mayor Callahan as a mayor “who gets ‘it’, nudges state 

agencies or railroad companies when needed, and even leads 175 playground 

volunteers in warm-up exercises.” 

Since 2004 Mayor Callahan has invested almost $8 million of  private, federal, 

state and city funds in City public parks and recreation services.  This includes 

among other things, the Skateplaza, the child-designed playground at Higbee 

Park, and the Greenway, which is currently under construction and expected to 

open this summer. 

“I am deeply honored with the recognition” Callahan 

said. “Investing in our parks system is one of the best 

ways we can attract and retain residents in our City.  

It speaks to the ‘quality of place’ in our 

neighborhoods.”  He also noted that this recognition 

is not his alone, but belongs to the members of his 

staff, in particular Darlene Heller, City Planner, Ralph 

Carp, Parks and Public Property Director and Jane 

Persa, Recreation Director who have worked 

tirelessly to make many of these projects a success. 



Annual Doggie 

Paddle 

The 7th Annual 

Doggie Paddle will 

be Monday, 

August 15th. This 

year  the paddle 

will be at two 

locations, Stark 

Pool and 

Clearview Pool. 

The event will run 

from  3-6 pm.  

• All dogs must 

be on a 6 foot 

or less leash 

• Only one dog 

per handler 

• Handlers must 

be at least 18 

years of age. 

All donations will 

benefit the 

Bethlehem Dog 

Park. For 

information, call 

the Recreation 

Department at 

610-865-7081 

City Pools Ready for Another Season 

The City of Bethlehem’s pools will be open for the season on 

Saturday, June 11th. Memorial Pool, along with Clearview, 

Saucon, Stark, and Yosko will be open daily 12:30—7:00 pm. 

Starting August 2, all neighborhood pools will close at 5pm and 

Memorial will close at 6pm. Resident 

and Non-Resident Season Passes are 

available for purchase. Daily Rates vary 

per pool.  

There will also be Swimming lessons for Pre-school (4 &5 yrs.) and 

Youth (6 & over) beginning June 20. There are three convenient 

two weeks sessions and each session will run Monday through 

Thursday at a cost of $55 per child. Private and semi-private 

lessons are also available. 

For more information about season passes, daily rates or lesson, 

please call the Recreation Office at 610-865-7081. 

Summer Day Camp Program 

The City of Bethlehem’s Annual 

Summer Day Camp will continue this 

summer at the Ice Rink on Illick’s Mill 

Road. The Camp  is for boys and girls 

ages 7-12 and will run Monday 

through Friday from 10AM to 3PM. 

There are four 2-week sessions 

which begin June 20. The cost is 

$150 per session and we also offer 

extended hours of supervision 8-10 

am and 3-5 pm for an additional $50 

per week. Activities include swimming, arts & crafts, nature 

activities, sports, games, & special events. Children must bring 

their own lunch. Swimming lessons at Memorial Pool are also 

available for an additional fee. For more information please call 

the Recreation Office at 610-865-7081. 

  

Summer Programs & Activities  



  

The summer lineup for Southside Recreation will be very busy.  A continuation of the SAT prep class 

will run this summer at the NCC Fowler family Southside campus. The class will focus on covering the 

basics of the  Math and Verbal sections of the test. There will be 3 sessions this summer with the first 

session starting Tuesday, June 21.  Also this summer, the 4th year of Adventure Camp will begin 

Monday, June 20 continuing to Friday, June 24.  Activities include Canoeing, Rock Climbing, and Biking. 

The camp runs 8am-4pm and lunch will be provided.  

Midnight Madness will begin its 6th summer at the Sand Island Tennis Courts. The program is designed 

to offer kids a place to play basketball at night from 9pm-midnight. Pick up games are the main format 

with a tournament at the end of the year.  

Southside Recreation Programs 

  

Summer Programs & Activities (Cont) 

Sand Island Tennis  Courts—75th Anniversary! 

In its 75th Year of operation, the Sand Island Tennis Courts opened for the season Saturday, May 

14th.  Located on Historic Sand Island, Tennis Courts are truly unique, featuring a Clubhouse and 

8 Har-Tru Tennis Courts with an underground watering system. Season Passes and hourly rates 

are available.  Youth & adult lessons are offered as well as special clinics throughout the season.  

Players can also sign up for  the Men’s and Women's Singles, Doubles, and Mixed Doubles 

Leagues with Adult and Senior Divisions.  For more information, call the Recreation Office at 610

-865-7081. 

 

Movies in the Park 

The fourth season of Movies in  the Park kick off June 8th at Friendship, Fairview, and Rose Garden  

City Parks.  Show time will be around sunset and activities will begin at 6pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to these films, there will be a showing of “JAWS” on Friday, June 10th at Memorial Pool. 

June 8th How to Train 

a Dragon 

July 13 Star Trek 

August 10th  Smokey and 

the Bandit 

Friendship Park  

June 15th Killers 

July 20th Despicable 

Me 

August 17th  Date Night 

Fairview Park  

June 22nd August Rush 

July 27th Letters to Juliet 

August 24th Megamind 

Rose Garden  



Seussical Jr.  – Friday, August 5th at 7pm and Saturday, August 6th at 1:00 & 4:00 pm 

Tickets: $5 

Our first SHOWTIME camp is the wildly popular musical Seussical JR!  The story centers 

around Horton the Elephant, who finds himself faced with a double challenge--not only must 

he protect his tiny friend Jojo (and all the invisible Whos) from a world of naysayers and 

dangers, but he must guard an abandoned egg, left to his care by the irresponsible Mayzie La 

Bird. 

The Big Bad Musical:  A Howling Courtroom Comedy – Friday, August 19th at 7pm and 

Saturday, August 20th at 1 & 4pm.  

Tickets: $5 

A courtroom has never been more lively and fun than in The Big Bad Musical!  The jury — your 

audience — must decide the outcome of the biggest trial ever in the fairy-tale world!  The 

notorious Big Bad Wolf is being slapped with a class-action lawsuit by storybooks of quirky 

characters who want to get even:  Little Red Riding Hood, her Grandmother, the Three Little 

Pigs and the Shepherd in charge of the Boy Who Cried Wolf.  

Other performers at the Charles A. Brown Ice House include the Mock Turtle Marionette 

Theatre. Their Spring schedule is as follows: 

 June 18 – “Museum of Music”  
 June 25 – Latin American Day”  

Admission for shows is $5 for adults and children. Children under 2 are free. Admission for 

show and workshop $7.50. For more info, contact Doug Roysden at 610-867-8208. 

The Ice House is also available for rental for parties,  fundraising, church groups, and corporate 

events. Call the Recreation office for availability and rates, 610-865-7081. 

 

The Bethlehem Skateplaza will play host to its first major competition on Saturday, May 21st. 

Red Bull’s “Manny Mania” will be coming to town for a qualifier event. Manny Mania has grown 

into one of the biggest global contests while maintaining a relaxed vibe. There are 13 qualifiers  

taking place and Bethlehem is one of them! Registration for the event is 10-11am and the 

competition will run from 12-5pm. The event is sponsored by Red Bull, Converse, Skull Candy, 

the City of Bethlehem, and Homebase Skateshop. 

Bricks are still for sale which will be placed at the main entrance to the Skateplaza. Pavers start 

at $50 for a 4” by 8” paver. For a full range of offerings, please check out our website 

www.bethlehemskateplaza.com or call our office at 610-865-7081. 

Bethlehem Skateplaza 

Summer Programs & Activities (cont.) 

Charles A. Brown Ice House Schedule  
Pennsylvania Youth Theatre Presents Two Exciting Summer Musicals!! 



Pavillions Going 

Fast 

Pavilions for the 

summer season are 

going fast!  Pavilions 

are very popular in  the 

summer months for 

picnics, parties, and 

family reunions. They 

are available for rent at 

3  b e a u t i f u l 

locations...Monocacy, 

Saucon, and South 

M o u n t a i n  P a r k s .  

Rentals are on a first 

come, first serve basis.  

Reservations must be 

made in person at the 

Recreation Office. To 

check availability and 

rates, call our office at  

610-865-7081 

 

  

  

Music in the Parks 

Department News  

The Music in the Park Summer Concert Series will begin Sunday, May 22nd. The concerts 

are co-sponsored by the City of Bethlehem Bureau of Recreation in cooperation with Local 

45 Musicians Association, and the Music Performance Trust Fund of the Recording 

Industries of America and the PA Council of the Arts. Locations include: South Bethlehem, 

Rose Garden, Steel Stacks, the Charles A. Brown Ice House, Main St., and City Hall Complex.  

For a full list of performances, visit our website  

at www.bethlehem-pa.gov/parks 
 

The Bethlehem Municipal Golf Course 

The Bethlehem Golf Club is a 27 hole golf facility offering many 

amenities to golfers. Our 18-hole Monocacy Golf Course is a 

challenging and demanding layout that will have you reaching 

for every club in your bag.  The 9 hole Executive Course is a 

perfect fit for the beginner or casual player.  Looking to work on 

your game? Stop by our partially covered 30 stall lighted driving 

range along with natural grass tees, chipping area and a putting 

green. 

 

The Bethlehem Golf Club also offers many programs, camps and 

clinics for women, Juniors and adults along with private 

instruction from one of our 3 PGA professionals. 

For complete information on all of our golf programs as well as 

the golf course please visit our website; 

www.bethlehemgc.com 

Ladies Day – Tuesday mornings at the golf course. 

The Annual 4th of July Fireworks will be Monday, 

July 4th. Fireworks are launched from Sand Island 

and best viewed around the City Hall and Public 

Library Complex. The Bethlehem Municipal Band 

will perform on Payrow Plaza at 7:30 pm 
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Parks Department Hires New Superintendent  

We would like to welcome Robert “Bob” Hosking to our 

department as the new Parks Maintenance 

Superintendent. Bob is a Lehigh Valley native who is 

highly regarded throughout the region for his expertise 

in planning, design, and maintenance of greenways and 

trails as well as the restoration of stream corridors.  Bob 

holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Environmental 

Conservation from the University of Colorado and a 

Bachelor and Masters Degree of Science in Biology from 

East Stroudsburg University. With Bob’s extensive 

background in Environmental Science and his experience 

in the field, Bob will be a great asset to the Parks and 

Recreation team and the community. 


