
PREPARING PETS FOR EMERGENCIES 
 
 

PET EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS KIT CHECKLIST 
 

 
 

 
In the event of an emergency do not leave your pet behind! 

 
PREPARE 
 
 Think of what basic necessities your pet requires for survival.  It is important to give priority 
to food and water.  After putting your pet’s kit together check it periodically to make sure the 
contents are still fresh.   
 

  □     Food- Keep (at minimum) 3 days of food.  Be sure to store it in an airtight,     
               waterproof container.  Dry pet food is preferable to moist pet food. 

  □   Water- In addition to the water you store for yourself and your family it is      
                important that you also store at least 3 days worth for each pet. 

  □       First Aid Kit- In addition to the first aid kit you store for your family it is  
               important that you keep a separate one for your pets.  Speak with your veterinarian 
               about what is most appropriate for your pet’s medical and physical needs.  Many of  
               the same items in your own first aid kit can be found in the one for your pets. This    
              may  include antibiotic ointment, latex gloves, bandage tape, cotton bandage rolls,   
              scissors, saline solution, and isopropyl alcohol. 

  □     Medicines and Medical Records- Store medical records, such as immunizations 
 records and animal medical histories, in an airtight and waterproof plastic bag.  If your pet  
 requires regular medications be sure to store those in an airtight and waterproof plastic bag.  
 Be sure to pack several days worth of medications. 
      

   □ Sanitation- Store newspaper, paper towels, household bleach, plastic trash bags, and if  
 necessary, a litter box and pet litter.  Store enough for several days. 
 

  □ Collar, Leash, and Tags- Make sure your pet has a collar that has an identifying tag  
 (name, address), as well as a rabies vaccination tag.  Your pet should have either a harness or 
 leash that it is comfortable using.  Keep an extra collar and leash/harness, as well as back up 
 tags.   



  □ Pet Carriers and Crates- In the event of an emergency where you have to evacuate with  
 your pet it may be useful to transport it in either a pet carrier or crate.  Pet carriers and crates   
 should be made comfortable for your pet and should be large enough for your pet to stand in and  
 turn around.  Your pet should be familiar with the pet carrier/ crate prior to an emergency   
 situation. 

 □ Other Pet Necessities- If your pet has a special toy or other type of favorite item it may be 
 beneficial to purchase an extra one and include it in your pet’s emergency kit.  Your pet may find 
 it comforting to have something familiar in an uncertain situation. 
 
 
Plan 
    
 It is important to plan ahead for emergencies.  Be sure to plan for an emergency situation 
where you and your pet are forced to evacuate and one where you stay.  Reviewing and practicing 
these plans regularly can help alleviate the stress of an emergency situation and will familiarize you 
and your pet with evacuation procedures.  
 

□ Think Ahead- Look for hotels or shelters that allow pets in emergency situations prior to an  
 emergency event.  Many shelters and hotels do not allow pets so it is best to plan ahead.  Speak  
 with relatives or friends who live outside your area about bringing your pet and staying with them 
 in the event of an emergency evacuation. 
 

□ Get a Buddy- Speak with neighbors, relatives, and friends about creating a pet buddy system  
 in the event you are unable to get home to your pet.  Your buddy and your pet should be familiar  
 with each other prior to the emergency event and your buddy should be made aware of any  
 medical conditions your pet may have, where it’s food is kept, and if your pet has any hiding 
 places.  Make sure your buddy knows who your pet’s veterinarian is and how to contact that  
 person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is important to regularly practice your emergency plans with 
your pets, as well as update them based on your pet’s changing 
needs.   
 
Be sure to review your plans and contents of your pet emergency 
kit with your pet’s veterinarian. 
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