CITY OF BETHLEHEM

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

SUBJECT:
Usage Fees for Bethlehem Police Department Shooting Range

TO:

Cynthia Biedenkopf, City Clerk

FROM:
Matthew J. Deschler, Esq., Assistant City Solicitor

DATE:
December 8, 2014


Attached is a proposed Resolution for Council’s consideration.

Please place this matter on City Council’s agenda for review and appropriate action.

Copies To:
Robert J. Donchez, Mayor



Mark A. Diluzio, Chief of Police
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By:







RESOLUTION NO. __________

WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem, a municipal corporation of the Third Class, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, domiciled by law in the County of Northampton (the “City”), holds title to certain real property consisting of approximately 140 acres in Lower Saucon Township, Northampton County, which the Bethlehem Police Department utilizes as, among other things, a shooting range for training purposes (the “Shooting Range”); and


WHEREAS, the City has routinely permitted other local law enforcement agencies to utilize the Shooting Range without charge; and  


WHEREAS, the City incurs expenses, including, but not limited to, maintenance expenses in connection with the use of the Shooting Range by other local law enforcement agencies; and


WHEREAS, in the interests of inter-agency cooperation, the City desires to continue its practice of permitting other local law enforcement agencies to utilize the Shooting Range; and


WHEREAS, the City proposes to charge law enforcement agencies utilizing the Shooting Range a fee of no more than $100.00 for each day of use for the purpose of offsetting the aforementioned expenses, it being understood that the City may, in its discretion, charge a reduced fee or no fee to those law enforcement agencies which permit the Bethlehem Police Department to utilize those agencies’ training facilities; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Third Class City Code, 53 P.S. § 37402.1, the City Council is authorized to purchase, hold, use and manage real property of the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Bethlehem, Northampton County, Pennsylvania as follows:

1.
The City is authorized to charge law enforcement agencies utilizing its Shooting Range a daily usage fee of $100.00.   
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2.
The Chief of Police is authorized to direct reduction or waiver of the fee for those law enforcement agencies which permit the Bethlehem Police Department to utilize their training facilities when, in the Chief’s judgment, such reduction or waiver would serve the interests of inter-agency cooperation.  



Sponsored by




 








_________________________
ADOPTED by Council this                day of                           , 2014.

















                        President of Council

ATTEST:

City Clerk
