
BILL NO. 48 – 2014

ORDINANCE NO. _________




AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM,




COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,




COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING




ARTICLE 1731 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES




ENTITLED INSPECTIONS.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:


SECTION 1. 
That Section 1731.02 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem which reads as follows:  


1731.02
FEES.


Fees for inspections shall be assessed against property owners and shall be determined as follows:


(a)  
Inspections made pursuant to the requirements of Article 119 to be paid by the owner:

         

$125.00 per dwelling unit



$175.00 per commercial unit


(b)
Inspections of rental properties under 1731.01(b) above:



$ 75.00 per dwelling unit

(c) 

Reinspections to verify correction of violations, second or additional reinspections:



$ 50.00 per second reinspection;



$ 75.00 per third reinspection;



$100.00 additional reinspections.

(d) For each commercial rental property containing 2,000 sq. ft. or less of floor area, the fee shall be $175.00.  For commercial rental property containing more than 2,000 sq. ft. the fee shall be $175.00 plus $75.00 for every additional 2,000 sq. ft.  The owner/operator of a commercial rental property must acquire a certificate of occupancy each time that rental property space is vacant.


(e)
Fraternities and sororities shall be $150.00 plus $10.00 for each bedroom.


(e)
The City may double the inspection fee for anyone selling or renting a dwelling without obtaining an inspection for a certificate of occupancy.

All inspection fees shall be paid prior to the inspection regardless of the number of units.  Failure to pay inspection fees shall be deemed a failure and/or refusal to comply with the 

provisions contained herein, and will be subject to the penalty contained in 1731.99.  
Shall be amended to read as follows:


1731.02
FEES.


Fees for inspections shall be assessed against property owners and shall be determined as follows:


(a)  
Inspections made pursuant to the requirements of Article 119 to be paid by the owner:
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$150.00 per dwelling unit



$200.00 per commercial unit


(b)
Inspections of rental properties under 1731.01(b) above:



$100.00 per dwelling unit

(c) 

Reinspections to verify correction of violations, second or additional reinspections:



$  75.00 per second reinspection;



$100.00 per third reinspection;



$125.00 additional reinspections.

(d) For each commercial rental property containing 2,000 sq. ft. or less of floor area, the fee shall be $200.00.  For commercial rental property containing more than 2,000 sq. ft. the fee shall be $200.00 plus $100.00 for every additional 2,000 sq. ft.  The owner/operator of a commercial rental property must acquire a certificate of occupancy each time that rental property space is vacant.


(e)
Fraternities and sororities shall be $150.00 plus $10.00 for each bedroom.


(f)
The City may double the inspection fee for anyone selling or renting a dwelling without obtaining an inspection for a certificate of occupancy.

All inspection fees shall be paid prior to the inspection regardless of the number of units.  Failure to pay inspection fees shall be deemed a failure and/or refusal to comply with the 

provisions contained herein, and will be subject to the penalty contained in 1731.99.

SECTION 2. 
That Section 1731.99 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem which reads as follows:  


1731.99
PENALTY.


Any person, firm or corporation which violates the provisions of this Article shall be subject to the following penalties:


(a)
First violation - A fine of $200.00, or thirty days imprisonment, or both;


(b)
Second violation - A fine of $500.00, or sixty days imprisonment, or both;


(c)
Third and each subsequent violation - A fine of $1,000.00 or ninety days imprisonment, or both.
Shall be amended to read as follows:


1731.99
PENALTY.


Any person, firm or corporation which violates the provisions of this Article shall be subject to the following penalties:


(a)
A fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or a term of imprisonment not exceeding ninety days, or both.
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SECTION 3. 
That all Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed.







Sponsored by __________________________









_________________________


PASSED finally in Council on the         day of                            , 20____.









__________________________ 








President of Council

ATTEST:


City Clerk


This Ordinance approved this           day of                                 ,             .









__________________________ 








Mayor 

