CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Inter-Departmental Correspondence

SUBJECT:
Street Vacation Petitions – Proposed Fee
FROM:
Cynthia H. Biedenkopf, City Clerk

TO:

Members of City Council
DATE:
November 14, 2014
Attached for consideration is a proposed Resolution to provide a $500 fee for Street Vacation requests.  The Resolution formalizes the Procedure that needs to be followed, in accordance with the Third Class City Code (copy attached).  The Resolution also reflects the review process and the various departments involved.

Attached for your information are fees charged by other Third Class Cities for Street Vacation requests in response to a survey sent by this office.    
Thank you.

Cynthia H. Biedenkopf

City Clerk

Attachments
cc:
J. Spirk Esq.


Mayor Donchez

A. Karner


D. Heller


T. Samuelson


W. Leeson, Esq.


M. Kloiber, Esq.

RESOLUTION NO. 2014 - 

WHEREAS, Third Class City Code, Article XXIX, sets forth requirements for Vacating of Streets;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM that the following requirements and written certification must be provided to the City Council of the City of Bethlehem for Street Vacation requests:

The applicant, upon submission of the proposed Street Vacation request to City Council, shall submit the amount of $500 payable to the City of Bethlehem for the costs of legal advertisements, processing by the Engineering and Planning Bureaus, and recording at the County Courthouse.

Petition for Vacation of a Street shall be signed by a majority, in number and interest, of the owners of property abutting on the line of the proposed vacation as fixed at the time of presentation of the petition.
Petition shall be verified (notarized) by the affidavit of one or more of the petitioners.  The affidavit must be submitted with the petition.  The majority in interest of owners of undivided interests in any piece of property shall be deemed as one person for the purposes of the petition.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Street Vacation requests are required to be reviewed by the Planning Commission, the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, and utility companies prior to consideration by City Council.




Sponsored by

________________________________







________________________________

ADOPTED By Council this             day of                        , 2014.






​​​​​​​​​​________________________________

 





  President of Council

ATTEST:

____________________________

      City Clerk

STREET VACATION REQUESTS

FEES – OTHER CITIES

Allentown
-  $500

includes processing, review by Engineering, Planning and Planning Commission, polling of property owners, mailings for meetings, and legal ads

Easton

- $0

Erie

- $300

covers the stenographer for the hearing and the legal ad 

Harrisburg
- $600 

legal ad, departmental processing, time spent, copies

Lancaster 
- $0

but asks petitioner to pay legal costs

Reading
- $0

Wilkes-Barre  - $0

(thinks it would be a very good idea; costs for ordinance and map should be included)

York 

- $500

includes administrative, processing, application and copying fees

August 2014

