CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Inter-Office Memorandum

SUBJECT:
Bill No. 24 – 2014 – Amending Section 121.05 - Contracts
TO:

J. William Reynolds, President of Council and



Members of City Council


FROM:
Michael D. Recchiuti, Chairman of Finance Committee
DATE:
August 15, 2014


August 18, 2014 - Revised
Attached are Amendments to Section 121.05, Contracts, Personal Property Purchase, as revised by John F. Spirk, Jr., Esq., City Council Solicitor, for consideration by the Members of Council on Final Reading of Bill No. 24 – 2014 – Amending Article 121, at the August 19, 2014 City Council Meeting.

Thank you.

Michael D. Recchiuti, Chairman of Finance Committee
Attachment

cc: 
Members of Council

J. Spirk, Jr., Esq.

Mayor Donchez

D. Brong

M. Sivak

W. Leeson, Esq.
D. DiGiacinto
AMENDMENT TO BILL NO. 24 - 2014


FINAL READING – AUGUST 19, 2014 CITY COUNCIL MEETING

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM,

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING

ARTICLE 121 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES

ENTITLED FINANCE.
That the following in SECTION 1 that reads as follows:
121.05 CONTRACTS; PERSONAL PROPERTY PURCHASE

(a)  Contract administration for the City, including, but not limited to authority as to preparation of specifications, letting of bids, award of contracts and payment of bills, heretofore vested in Council under Article XIX of the Third Class City Code, shall be vested in the Mayor and Department of Administration, to be exercised in accordance with the procedures adopted by the Mayor, except as follows:
(1)
For the award of contracts for or the engagement of professional services, coordination with and approval by Resolution of City Council is required; and 

(2)
All contracts over $50,000 [$75,000] that are required to be bid by the provisions of the Third Class City Code shall be awarded by Resolution of City Council in a public meeting to the lowest responsible bidder, as identified by the Department of Administration.

 (b)  The Business Administrator shall file or cause to be filed monthly with the City Clerk a list by Department of each duly executed purchase order, identifying the vendor, the product or service purchased and the amount of each purchase order.

(c) The administration shall establish and maintain an ongoing prioritized contract monitoring function consistent with established best practices to ensure that the objectives of city contracts are accomplished and vendors meet their responsibilities.

(d) Used personal property may be purchased without formal bidding provided the following criteria are met:
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(1)
The request to purchase used personal property shall first be 

submitted by the Purchasing Officer, together with justification therefore, to the Finance Committee for recommendation.


(2)
Upon and after recommendation to the Finance Committee, Council, as a whole, shall have approved the request by resolution. 

shall be amended to read as follows:

121.05 CONTRACTS; PERSONAL PROPERTY PURCHASE

(a)  Contract administration for the City, including, but not limited to authority as to preparation of specifications, letting of bids, award of contracts and payment of bills, heretofore vested in Council under Article XIX of the Third Class City Code, shall be vested in the Mayor and Department of Administration, to be exercised in accordance with the procedures adopted by the Mayor, except as follows:
(1) For the award of contracts for or the engagement of professional 
services, coordination with and approval by Resolution of City Council prior to contract or engagement execution is required ; and .
 
(2) For the award of all contracts over $50,000 [$75,000] that are 
required to be bid by the provisions of the Third Class City Code, recommendation of the lowest responsible bidder by the Department of Administration, and approval by Resolution of City Council prior to contract execution are required.
 
(3) For all contracts over $50,000 that are required to be bid by the 
provisions of the Third Class City Code, whenever an increase by 10% or more is recommended by the Administration, resubmission to City Council and approval by Resolution  prior to execution of any increase are required.
 
(4) For purposes of this Article, when calculating the dollar value 
of a contract with renewal clauses, the maximum amount of all renewals provided for beyond the original term shall be included as if all renewals were exercised.
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(b)  The Business Administrator shall file or cause to be filed monthly with the City Clerk a list by Department of each duly executed purchase order, identifying the vendor, the product or service purchased and the amount of each purchase order.

(c) The administration shall establish and maintain an ongoing prioritized contract monitoring function consistent with established best practices to ensure that the objectives of city contracts are accomplished and vendors meet their responsibilities.

(d) Used personal property may be purchased without formal bidding provided the following criteria are met:

(1)
The request to purchase used personal property shall first be 

submitted by the Purchasing Officer, together with justification therefore, to the Finance Committee for recommendation.


(2)
Upon and after recommendation to the Finance Committee, Council, as a whole, shall have approved the request by resolution. 

                


Sponsored by        ____________________________

                                   


         ____________________________

August 18, 2014 Revision
