RESOLUTION NO. ___________

Resolution of the City of Bethlehem supporting the creation by Ordinance 
of a Rail Transit Agency to be known as Suburban-Metro Area Rail Transit, 
Lehigh Valley (d/b/a SMART - LV Regional Rail)

WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem of both Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Pennsylvania desires to express its support for the establishment of a Rail Transit Authority to provide rail transit services in and for the Lehigh Valley Area via connections with NJT, SEPTA, and the National Network of Amtrak; and

WHEREAS, the Rail Transit Authority shall be known as “Suburban-Metro Area Rail Transit, Lehigh Valley” (d/b/a SMART-LV Regional Rail); and

WHEREAS, a Resolution is required as a condition precedent / precursor to the incorporation of a Rail Transit Authority; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem and the Lehigh Valley area have lacked passenger rail service since 1962; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem deems rail service, servicing the Lehigh Valley area including but not limited to the City of Bethlehem, to be necessary and essential for the present and future well being of the City of Bethlehem and the Lehigh Valley; and

WHEREAS, no Authority presently exists to address the issues of rail service within the Lehigh Valley; and

WHEREAS, State and Federal Agencies, including but not limited to FTA, HUD, and PennDOT, may provide funds and other assistance to a Rail Transit Authority; and
WHEREAS, this Resolution shall not commit and/or otherwise authorize monies of the City of Bethlehem.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Bethlehem that the City of Bethlehem support the creation by Ordinance of a Rail Transit Authority to be known as “Suburban-Metro Area Rail Transit, Lehigh Valley” (d/b/a SMART-LV Regional Rail) to provide rail service to the City of Bethlehem and the Lehigh Valley area.

Sponsored by: _______________________________
_______________________________
Adopted by City Council this                  day of                                     , 2013.

_______________________________
Eric R. Evans, President of Council

ATTEST:
_________________________________

Cynthia H. Biedenkopf, City Clerk
