CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Inter-Office Memorandum

SUBJECT:
Zoning Ordinance – Amending Article 1321



Landmarks and Historic Resources

TO: 

Members of City Council
FROM:
David T. DiGiacinto, Chairman of Community Development Committee
DATE:

June 26, 2013
The subject proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment was reviewed at the Community Development Committee Meeting on Monday, June 24, 2013 at 7:00 PM.   

The Committee unanimously recommended that City Council adopt the attached Amendments to Zoning Ordinance Article 1321, Landmarks and Historic Resources, Section 1321.07 (c) (1), (2), (3).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments will be reviewed by the Planning Commission and Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and a Public Hearing date will be scheduled.
David T. DiGiacinto, Chairman of Community Development Committee 
Attachment
cc:
C. Spadoni


Mayor Callahan


J. Kelly


D. Heller
D  R  A  F  T
BILL NO.     – 2013
ORDINANCE NO. 2013 - 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM,

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA,

ESTABLISHING ARTICLE 1321, LANDMARKS AND 

HISTORIC RESOURCES, OF THE 

CITY OF BETHLEHEM ZONING ORDINANCE.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.  That Section 1321.07 (c) (1) of the City of Bethlehem Zoning Ordinance that reads as follows:  

1321.07  Demolition Applications
(c)
The demolition of any Landmark listed on the official Landmark or Historic Resources Map shall be considered a last resort, only after the applicant can either:

(1)
Demonstrate that no other viable alternatives for reuse of the building exist.  Documentation shall be detailed and comprehensive and completed by a professional in the field of real estate or development.  This demonstration shall include:

(I)
[ an]  analysis of the building's adaptive re-use feasibility,

(II) 
[ E ]vidence that no feasible re-use has been found within an 18-month period, and

(III)
[ E ]vidence that no sales or rentals have been possible during an 18-month period of significant marketing.

shall be amended to read as follows:

1321.07  Demolition Applications
(c)
The demolition of any Landmark listed on the official Landmark or Historic Resources Map shall be considered a last resort, only after the applicant can either:

(1)
Demonstrate that no other viable alternatives for reuse of the building exist.  Documentation shall be detailed and comprehensive and completed by a professional in the field of real estate or development.  This demonstration shall include:

(I)
Detailed analysis of the building's adaptive re-use feasibility,
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(II) 
Tangible evidence that no feasible re-use has been found within an 18-month period, and

(III)
Tangible evidence that no sales or rentals have been possible during an 18-month period of significant marketing.

SECTION 2.  That Section 1321.07 (c) (2) of the City of Bethlehem Zoning Ordinance that reads as follows:  

(2)
Demonstrate that demolition of a building is an unavoidable and integral part of a construction scheme affecting a larger area than the building in question, which will provide substantial public benefit.

shall be deleted.

SECTION 3.  That the first sentence of Section 1321.07 (c) (3) of the City of Bethlehem Zoning Ordinance that reads as follows:  

(3) 
Demonstrate that there is unreasonable economic hardship.

shall be renumbered (2).

SECTION 4.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed.





Sponsored by 
_________________________________








_________________________________

PASSED finally in Council on the            day of                            , 2013.








_________________________________ 








President of Council

ATTEST:

________________________________ 

City Clerk


This Ordinance approved this              day of                                 , 2013.








_________________________________ 









Mayor
