CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Department of Community and Economic Development 


Interoffice Memo

TO:

Eric Evans, City Council President
FROM:
Darlene L. Heller, Director of Planning and Zoning 

RE:

Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Landmarks and Historic Resources
Attached is a draft amendment to the Zoning Ordinance entitled Landmarks and Historic Resources.  The proposed amendment is designed to provide protection from demolition to historic resources that are not located within historic districts.  Although Bethlehem currently has three local ordinance historic districts that are provided some protection from demolition through the Historic and Architectural Review Board (HARB) and the Historic Conservation Commission (HCC), there is no protection to resources that are located outside of these districts.  

One of the recommendations of the Historic Preservation Plan adopted in 2009 was to create an ordinance that would provide the framework for protection of individual landmarks and historic resources.  The Historic Preservation Plan also outlines the process to nominate individual buildings and structures to be nominated and accepted as a Landmark or Historic Resource.  The Plan also begins a list of Identified Historic Resources to be protected.  (Table 1 – Copy attached.)

This proposed Zoning Amendment takes the Preservation Plan recommendation and puts it into an enforceable ordinance.  The amendment is included in the Zoning Ordinance, however the review process forwards demolition requests of Historic Resources to the HCC for a recommendation and then to City Council for final approval or denial of the demolition permit.  This procedure follows the current process for permits in the three local historic districts and utilizes the expertise that already exists on the HCC.

This ordinance amendment was reviewed by the Planning Commission and unanimously recommended for adoption at their January 10 meeting.  Please schedule discussion of this amendment at an upcoming meeting. 
CC:
City Council members
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Darlene L. Heller, AICP
Director of Planning and Zoning
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