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INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

Date:

January 4, 2013
To:

Mr. Eric Evans
                     President, Bethlehem City Council

From:          Stephen Repasch
                     Executive Director, Bethlehem Authority 
Subject:
Proposed Wind Energy Project
__________________________________________________________
President Evans,
As I believe you are aware, the Bethlehem Authority has been discussing the idea of developing a wind energy project in its watershed properties for over three years. Council had previously approved a Letter of Intent with Call Mountain Wind on March 28, 2011, to develop a similar wind energy project. The agreement however was never consummated, negotiations were ended, and the Authority sought out other potential partners to develop the project. Earlier this year the Authority started negotiating a License/Lease Agreement with Atlantic Wind, a wholly owned subsidiary of Iberdrola Renewables, the second largest wind energy developer in the world. 
At its regular monthly meeting on December 13, 2012, the Authority approved the attached agreement with Atlantic Wind, and to send it on to City Council for the City’s consideration. Also attached to this memo is a summary of what we believe to be the key terms in the agreement. 

The purpose of this memo is to request this issue be forwarded to a City Council Committee of your choice at your earliest convenience. Since this issue may attract a fair amount of public opinion, we suggest that the Committee Meeting be 
scheduled for this topic alone, so that there is ample time for discussion and questions. Representatives from Iberdrola will attend, and if Council wishes, provide a short presentation, after which they can address any concerns and answer any questions Council or the public may have.
Thank you for considering this project, which we believe is important to the financial health of the Water System and is environmentally responsible on a global level, while protecting the pristine and sensitive qualities of the watershed and the high quality of drinking water for the City and its surrounding communities. I am available to answer any questions you may have or supply you with additional information you may need.
Cc: Mayor Callahan                                       Jim Broughal, Esq.

      Council Members                                     Chris Spadoni, Esq.                                 

      City Clerks                                               John F. Spirk Jr., Esq.

      Bethlehem Authority Members                Dennis Reichard
      David Brong                                             Joseph Kelly
