BILL NO.  43- 2012
             ORDINANCE NO. _______

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING

THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM,

ARTICLE 1302, DEFINITIONS, AND 

ARTICLE 1319, TITLED OFF STREET PARKING AND LOADING  

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.  That Section 1302.99 of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bethlehem that reads as follows:

1302.99

Recreational Vehicle. A vehicle which is built on a single chassis, not more than 400 square feet, measured at the largest horizontal projections; designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light-duty truck and not designed for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary off-premises living quarters for recreational, camping, travel or seasonal use.
Shall be amended to read as follows:

1302.99

Recreational Vehicle.  Travel Trailers, folding tent trailers, motor homes, truck campers removed from a truck or pickup truck, horse trailer, boat trailer with or without boats, boats, utility trailers, watercraft, and all other vehicles designed mainly to serve a person for primarily recreational instead of transportational purposes.  See also Section 1319.06. 

SECTION 2.  That Section 1319.03(i)of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bethlehem that reads as follows:

1319. 03(i)

No truck with a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds, no tractor  trailer cab and/or truck and no trailer of a tractor-trailer combination may be parked on a residential lot, except as necessary for on-site construction or occasional deliveries.  Standard pick-up trucks and/or passenger vans are exempted from this designation or definition.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

1319.03(i) 
No vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds, no tractor trailer cab and/or truck and no trailer of a tractor-trailer combination, no bus, school bus, or cube/box/cargo/container truck may be parked on a residential lot, except as necessary for on-site construction or occasional deliveries.  Standard pick-up trucks and/or passenger vans are exempted from this designation or definition.

SECTION 3.
That a new Section 1319.06 shall be added to read as follows:

1319.06 
Parking of Recreational Vehicles in Residential Zoning Districts 

(a)
The purpose of this section is to establish standards for outdoor residential uses, storage and activities related to recreational vehicles and watercraft.  These standards are intended to protect property values by reducing visual blight, aid in emergency access and fire safety, guard against the creation of rodent and pest harborage, and reduce the impact on the natural environment from the leakage of motor vehicles.  
2.

(b)
A recreational vehicle may be stored on a residential lot if ALL of the following are met:

(1)
The vehicle is less than forty feet (40’) in length.

(2)
The vehicle is in a side or rear yard behind the front façade of the 
building and in compliance with the setback requirements to accessory structures in that district.

(3)
The vehicle is sight-screened from abutting properties by solid board fencing or sight obscuring landscaping at least six (6) feet in height.  Sight screening is not required along the alley side of the storage area.

(4)
The vehicle is parked on a solid surface parking pad constructed of either macadam or concrete; and

(5)
All recreational vehicles and watercraft shall be maintained in a clean, well-kept condition.  All recreational vehicles and watercraft must be kept operational and currently licensed and inspected.

(c)
A recreational vehicle may be parked on a residential lot when guests visit for up to seven (7) days and no more than three (3) times per year.  The recreational vehicle must be parked to prohibit obstruction of other driveways or the right-of-way.

(d)
A recreational vehicle may be temporarily parked in a residential district for the purpose of loading and unloading items for a period not to exceed three (3) days.

(e)
There shall be no parking of recreational vehicles or watercraft for compensation in any Residential Zoning District.

SECTION 4.
All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed.





Sponsored by

_________________________________________







_________________________________________

PASSED finally in Council on the              day of                                           , 2012.







________________________________________
                      





President of Council

ATTEST:

_____________________________________
       
     City Clerk


This Ordinance approved this              day of                                      2012.
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            Mayor

