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BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Bethlehem that the following Rules of Council are hereby amended, as follows:
That the following in Rule 3 A which reads as follows:

RULE 3.
A.  The order of business shall be as follows:

                        Invocation


Pledge to the Flag


Roll Call


[ Minutes of previous meeting ]
[ Courtesy of the Floor (for public comment ] on Ordinances and Resolutions to be voted on this evening only – 5 Minute Time Limit.)


Old Business


Tabled Items


Unfinished Business


Communications


Reports


Ordinances for final passage


New Ordinances


Resolutions


New Business


[ Courtesy of the Floor ]

 
Adjournment

shall be amended to read as follows:

RULE 3.
A.  The Invocation and Pledge to the Flag shall take place immediately


       prior to the start of business that shall begin with Roll Call.
The order of business shall be as follows:

Roll Call


Approval of Minutes 

Public Comment (on Ordinances and Resolutions to be voted on this evening only – 5 Minute Time Limit.)


Old Business


Tabled Items


Unfinished Business


Communications


Reports


Ordinances for final passage


New Ordinances

Resolutions


New Business

Public Comment (for public comment on any subject – 5 Minute Time Limit.)


Adjournment
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That Rule 3 B which reads as follows:

B.
[ Courtesy of the Floor ] is extended for public comment as set forth in Rule 3 hereinabove but in no event shall one individual address Council during [Courtesy of the Floor] for a period of time in excess of five (5) minutes.  


(Resolution 14,485 – passed 10/5/2004; Resolution 14,751 – passed 12/6/2005)
shall be amended to read as follows:

B.
Public Comment is extended as set forth in Rule 3 hereinabove but in no event shall one individual address Council during Public Comment for a period of time in excess of five (5) minutes.  


(Resolution 14,485 – passed 10/5/2004; Resolution 14,751 – passed 12/6/2005)

That Rule 3 C which reads as follows:

C.
[ Courtesy of the Floor ] is extended for individuals to address [, and in appropriate circumstances question, ] City officials on problems and issues of relevance to the operation of City government.  

shall be amended to read as follows:

C.
Public Comment is extended for individuals to address through the Chair City officials on problems and issues of relevance to the operation of City government.  
That Rule 3 D which reads as follows:

D.
[ Courtesy of the Floor ] will not be extended for personal insults or personal attacks on any individual, name calling or other behavior that is inconsistent with the purpose and intent of [ Courtesy of the Floor ]. (Resolution 11,908 - passed 9/7/93)

shall be amended to read as follows:

D.
Public Comment will not be extended for personal insults or personal attacks on any individual, name calling or other behavior that is inconsistent with the purpose and intent of Public Comment. (Resolution 11,908 - passed 9/7/93)

That Rule 6 E which reads as follows:

E.
[T] he vote taken upon every motion, Resolution or Ordinance shall be taken by roll call, and the yeas and nays shall be entered on the Minutes.  [ On the call of yeas and nays, 
n] o Council Member shall be excused from voting unless a conflict of interest, as defined by The Ethics Act, Act 93 of 1998, exists or other provisions of law prevent the Council Member from such vote.   The presiding officer shall vote last on all questions and may take part in debate without leaving the Chair.  Each Ordinance or Resolution shall be introduced in written or typewritten form and will not be discussed until signed by the Mover and Seconder (Resolution 13,681 passed 10/16/01; Resolution 15,291 passed 4/1/08)








Res. 2011 - 

shall be amended to read as follows:
E. Except for approval of Minutes and Adjournment, the vote taken upon every motion, Resolution or Ordinance shall be taken by roll call, and the yeas and nays shall be entered on the Minutes.  No Council Member shall be excused from voting unless a conflict of interest, as defined by The Ethics Act, Act 93 of 1998, exists or other provisions of law prevent the Council Member from such vote.  At each regular City Council Meeting, Members of Council shall vote on a rotating alphabetical basis; i.e., starting with the name of the first Member of Council in alphabetical order at the first Meeting; starting with the name of the second Member of Council in alphabetical order at the second Meeting, and so on for each regular City Council Meeting, and returning to the name of the first Member of Council in alphabetical order when the rotating alphabetical basis is completed for the seven Members of Council, and continuing on a rotating alphabetical basis.  The presiding officer shall vote last on all questions and may take part in debate without leaving the Chair.  Each Ordinance or Resolution shall be introduced in written or typewritten form and will not be discussed until signed by the Mover and Seconder (Resolution 13,681 passed 10/16/01; Resolution 15,291 passed 4/1/08)
That Rule 6 H which reads as follows:

H. All Ordinances shall be adopted and published in the manner required by general law:  Provided, however, that any Ordinance may incorporate by reference any standard technical regulations or code, official or unofficial, which need not be so published whenever [ ten ] cop [ ies ] of said regulations or code have been placed on file in the office of the City Clerk and in the office of the body or department charged with the 
enforcement of said Ordinance for the examination of the public so long as said Ordinance is in effect. (Resolution 13,807 – passed 5/7/2002)
shall be amended to read as follows:  
H.
All Ordinances shall be adopted and published in the manner required by general law:  Provided, however, that any Ordinance may incorporate by reference any standard technical regulations or code, official or unofficial, which need not be so published whenever a copy of said regulations or code have been placed on file in the office of the City Clerk or in the office of the body or department charged with the enforcement of said Ordinance for the examination of the public so long as said Ordinance is in effect. (Resolution 13,807 – passed 5/7/2002)
That Rule 9 which reads as follows:

9.
A motion to reconsider shall be entertained [ only ] at the next regular meeting following the one at which the vote was taken.   No second motion to reconsider the same motion shall be entertained.

shall be amended to read as follows:
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9.
A motion to reconsider shall be entertained at the current or the next regular meeting following the one at which the vote was taken.   No second motion to reconsider the same motion shall be entertained.  The purpose of reconsidering a vote is to permit correction of hasty, ill-advised, or erroneous action, or to take into account added information or a changed situation that has developed since the taking of the vote.
That Rule 10 which reads as follows:

10.
When a question is under consideration, no motion shall be entertained, except for:


Adjournment

Previous Question

Lay on the table

To postpone


To commit

To amend

These questions have preference in the order given. The first three must be decided without a debate. A motion to adjourn is always in order except when the main question has been ordered put, when a member has the floor, or during a call for the yeas and nays.

Motions for the previous questions, to postpone or commit, shall preclude 
amendment or debate upon the original subject. Motion to postpone shall preclude commitment.
be deleted and the subsequent sections be renumbered.

That Rule 11 which reads as follows:

The presiding officer at a meeting of Council will direct that a report or communication be received and that this action be noted on the minutes by the City Clerk. This shall not exclude the right of any Member of Council to move that a report or communication be referred to a committee or other appropriate body.

shall be amended to read as follows:

The presiding officer at a meeting of Council will direct that a report or communication be received and that this action be noted on the minutes by the City Clerk. This shall not exclude the right of any Member of Council to move that a report or communication be referred to a Committee Chair or other appropriate body.

That the following procedures for Nominations and Elections of the President and Vice President of Council be added to the Rules of Council, and numbered accordingly, to read as follows:
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Nominations from the Floor – President of Council and Vice President of Council

The Members of Council shall nominate the President of Council and the Vice President of Council in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order - Nominations from the Floor – See Attachment 1.  All candidates for the President and Vice President of Council shall be considered at the same time.  

Roll Call Elections – President of Council and Vice President of Council

The Members of Council shall vote for the President of Council and the Vice President of Council by Roll Call Election.   All candidates for the President and Vice President of Council shall be considered at the same time.  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rules of Council in Resolution 8881, as amended, not amended by this Resolution are hereby incorporated into this Resolution that shall be known as Resolution 2011 - ​​​_______.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all Resolutions and parts of Resolutions inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.




Sponsored by 
__________________________________







__________________________________


ADOPTED by Council this
            day of 



, 2011.







__________________________________








   President of Council

ATTEST:

____________________________


     City Clerk

