CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Inter-Office Memorandum
SUBJECT:
Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment



Article 1325 – Notice of Hearing

TO:

Robert J. Donchez, President of Council

FROM:
J. Michael Schweder, Chairman of Community Development Committee

DATE:
September 12, 2008

Attached is the subject draft Ordinance proposal for consideration that has been reviewed Christopher T. Spadoni, City Council Solicitor.  It is based on Attorney Spadoni’s letter dated July 17, 2008 pertaining to the Zoning Hearing Board and the suggestion to revise the Notice of Hearings section to require that notice be given to parties within a radius of 300 feet, instead of only to those whose properties adjoin or face on the same street as the property in question.  

Would you please have this Communication read into the record at a City Council Meeting, and referred to the Planning Commission, etc. 

Thank you.

J. Michael Schweder, Chairman of Community Development Committee

Attachment

cc:
Members of Council


C. Spadoni


Mayor Callahan


T. Hanna


D. Heller

BILL NO. 2008 – 

ORDINANCE NO. 2008 - 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM,

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE 

ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM, 

ARTICLE 1325, TITLED ZONING HEARING BOARD, 

SECTION 1325.04, NOTICE OF HEARINGS

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.  That Section 1325.04 (a) (2) of the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bethlehem that reads as follows:

1325.04
Notice of Hearings


(a)
Upon filing with the Board an application for a special exception variance or interpretation of this Ordinance, the Board shall determine a place and a reasonable time, not to exceed sixty (60) days from the date of application for a public hearing thereon and give notice as follows:




(1)
At least seven (7) days prior to the date fixed for public hearing, publish a public notice describing the location of the building or lot and the general nature of the question involved in a newspaper of general circulation in the City.




(2)
Give written notice to parties in interest at least seven (7) days in advance of such hearing.  Such parties shall be at least those persons whose properties adjoin and face on the same street as the property in question, and the City Planning Commission.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

1325.04
Notice of Hearings


(a)
Upon filing with the Board an application for a special exception variance or interpretation of this Ordinance, the Board shall determine a place and a reasonable time, not to exceed sixty (60) days from the date of application for a public hearing thereon and give notice as follows:




(1)
At least seven (7) days prior to the date fixed for public hearing, publish a public notice describing the location of the building or lot and the general nature of the question involved in a newspaper of general circulation in the City.

(2)
Give written notice to parties in interest at least seven (7) days in advance of such hearing.  Such parties shall be at least those persons whose properties adjoin and face on the same street as the property in question and shall include all parties who own premises within a radius of three hundred feet (300'), and the City Planning Commission. 

SECTION 2.  
All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith be and the same hereby are repealed.






Sponsored by
_________________________________








_________________________________
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BILL NO. 2008 – 

ORDINANCE NO. 2008 - 

PASSED finally in Council on the                    day of                                      , 2008.








________________________________









President of Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________



City Clerk


This Ordinance approved this               day of                                      , 2008.








________________________________










Mayor

