CITY OF BETHLEHEM

Inter-Office Memorandum

SUBJECT:
Rules of Council – Recommended Revisions

TO:

Members of City Council

FROM:
Karen D. Dolan and Gordon B. Mowrer, Co-Chairs and

Members of Special Council Committee

DATE:
March 13, 2008

Attached are the revisions to the Rules of Council recommended by the Special Council Committee at the meeting held Thursday, March 6, 2008.

Proposed amendments to the Rules of Council must be presented in writing at a regular meeting of Council held at least two weeks prior to the date when the same are to be finally considered, and shall be adopted only by the affirmative vote of four Members of Council.

Karen D. Dolan and Gordon B. Mowrer, Co-Chairs

Attachment

cc: 
C. Spadoni

RESOLUTION NO. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Bethlehem that the following revisions to the Rules of Council are hereby adopted:

Rule 1 which reads as follows:

RULE 1.
Regular meetings shall be held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at [7:30] P.M., prevailing time, in Town Hall, but Council may adjourn from time to time.  Special meetings may be called by the President or upon request of two members. The call shall specify whether it be for general or special business. If called for special business, no other business shall be considered.  Each member shall have at least twenty-four (24) hours notice of special meetings, or they may waive the same.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

RULE 1.
Regular meetings shall be held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 P.M., prevailing time, in Town Hall, but Council may adjourn from time to time.  Special meetings may be called by the President or upon request of two members. The call shall specify whether it be for general or special business. If called for special business, no other business shall be considered.  Each member shall have at least twenty-four (24) hours notice of special meetings, or they may waive the same.

Rule 2 which reads as follows:

RULE 2.
The President shall call the meetings to order. In the absence of the President, [Council may select a] presiding officer or, if there is no quorum, [they] may adjourn to another date.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

Rule 2.
The President shall call the meetings to order. In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall be the presiding officer or, if there is no quorum, Council shall adjourn to another date.  The President and the Vice President shall serve no more than two consecutive terms. 

Rule 3 A which reads as follows:

RULE 3.
A.  The order of business shall be as follows:
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Invocation


Pledge to the Flag


Roll Call


Minutes of previous meeting


Courtesy of the Floor (Agenda items only.)


Old Business


Communications


Reports


Ordinances for final passage


New Ordinances


Resolutions


New Business


Courtesy of the Floor


Adjournment

Shall be amended to read as follows:

RULE 3.
A.  The order of business shall be as follows:


Invocation


Pledge to the Flag


Roll Call


Minutes of previous meeting

Courtesy of the Floor (for public comment on Ordinances and Resolutions to be voted on this evening only – 5 Minute Time Limit.)


Old Business



Tabled Items



Unfinished Business


Communications


Reports


Ordinances for final passage


New Ordinances


Resolutions


New Business


Courtesy of the Floor


Adjournment

That Rule 3 C which reads as follows:

C.
Courtesy of the floor shall be extended by the presiding officer first to citizens of the City of Bethlehem, and thereafter, to all other individuals who wish to address Council.

Shall be deleted and the subsequent sections renumbered.
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Rule 3 D which reads as follows:

D.

Courtesy of the Floor is extended for [ citizens ] to address, and in appropriate circumstances question, City officials on problems and issues of relevance to the operation of City government.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

D.

Courtesy of the Floor is extended for individuals to address, and in appropriate circumstances question, City officials on problems and issues of relevance to the operation of City government. 

That Rule 4 which reads as follows:

RULE 4.
No Resolution or Ordinance shall be considered by Council unless the written Resolution or Bill is delivered to the City Clerk by [n]oon of the [Friday] preceding Council meeting. The City Clerk shall furnish to the Mayor and all members of Council, no later than Monday preceding the Council meeting, copies of all proposed Resolutions and Ordinances.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

RULE 4.
No Resolution or Ordinance shall be considered by Council unless the written Resolution or Bill is delivered to the City Clerk by Noon of the Thursday preceding Council meeting. The City Clerk shall furnish to the Mayor and all members of Council, no later than Monday preceding the Council meeting, copies of all proposed Resolutions and Ordinances.

Rule 5 which reads as follows:

RULE 5.
The presiding officer shall decide all questions, subject to appeal by any two members, and have general supervision of the meeting. Members and others given the privilege of the floor shall address the presiding officer. No member shall be allowed to speak more than twice on any question without permission of the presiding officer. No member shall speak more than three times on any question without the unanimous consent of all the members present.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

RULE 5.
The presiding officer shall decide all questions, subject to appeal by any two members, and have general supervision of the meeting. Members and others given the privilege of the floor shall address the presiding officer or the Council as a Whole. No member shall be allowed to speak more than twice on any question without permission of the presiding officer. No member shall speak more than three times on any question without the unanimous consent of all the members present.
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Rule 6 B which reads as follows:

B.
All proposed Ordinances shall be presented to Council in written form as bills and shall be numbered serially for the calendar year. They shall not be so altered or amended on their passage through Council as to change their original purpose. No Ordinances, except general appropriation Ordinances, shall be passed containing more than one subject, which shall be expressed in its title.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

B.
All proposed Ordinances shall be presented to Council in written form as bills and shall be numbered serially by year, with a catalog to be prepared for a list of Ordinances passed each year, with each Ordinance to have a title fixed to it.  Resolutions should also follow the same format and procedure. They shall not be so altered or amended on their passage through Council as to change their original purpose. No Ordinances, except general appropriation Ordinances, shall be passed containing more than one subject, which shall be expressed in its title.

Rule 6 E which reads as follows:

E.
The vote upon every motion, Resolution or Ordinance shall be taken by roll call, and the yeas and nays shall be entered on the Minutes.  On the call of yeas and nays, no Council Member shall be excused from voting unless a conflict of interest exists or other provisions of law prevent the Council Member from such vote.  The presiding officer shall vote last on all questions and may take part in debate without leaving the Chair.  Each Ordinance or Resolution shall be introduced in written or typewritten form and will not be discussed until signed by the Mover and Seconder. (Resolution 13,681 – passed 10/16/01)

Shall be amended to read as follows:

E.
The vote upon every motion, Resolution or Ordinance shall be taken by roll call, and the yeas and nays shall be entered on the Minutes.  On the call of yeas and nays, no Council Member shall be excused from voting unless a conflict of interest, as defined by The Ethics Act, Act 93 of 1998, exists or other provisions of law prevent the Council Member from such vote.  The presiding officer (shall vote last on all questions and) may take part in debate without leaving the Chair.  Each Ordinance or Resolution shall be introduced in written or typewritten form and will not be discussed until signed by the Mover and Seconder. (Resolution 13,681 – passed 10/16/01)

Rule 6 I which reads as follows:

I.
The City Clerk shall periodically record all Ordinances and Resolutions adopted by Council, and with the advice and assistance of the City Solicitor, shall bind, compile and codify all the
Ordinances, or true copies thereof, of the city which then remain in force 
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and effect or arrange to have such ordinances codified. The City Clerk shall also properly index the record books, compilation or codification of Ordinances and Resolutions. (Resolution 11,908 - passed 9/7/93)

Shall be amended to read as follows:

I.
The City Clerk shall periodically record all Ordinances and Resolutions adopted by Council, and with the advice and assistance of the City Solicitor, shall bind, compile and codify all the
Ordinances, or true copies thereof, of the City which then remain in force and effect or arrange to have such ordinances codified. The City Clerk shall also properly index the record books, compilation or codification of Ordinances and Resolutions, and shall work with the City Webmaster to update Ordinances and Resolutions on the City’s website.  (Resolution 11,908 - passed 9/7/93)

Rule 7 which reads as follows:

RULE 7.
A member who has a personal or private interest in any question, measure or bill proposed or pending before the Council shall disclose the fact to Council, and shall not vote thereon, nor take any part in the discussion of the same. If such interested person shall vote without disclosing his interest in such question, measure or bill, he shall be subject to censure, or Council may pursue any legal procedures under law necessary for the removal from office of such person.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

RULE 7.
A member who has a personal or private interest in any question, measure or bill proposed or pending before the Council shall disclose the fact to Council, and shall not vote thereon, nor take any part in the discussion of the same.  (See Rule 6E.)  If such interested person shall vote without disclosing his interest in such question, measure or bill, he shall be subject to censure, or Council may pursue any legal procedures under law necessary for the removal from office of such person.

Rule 8 which reads as follows:

RULE 8.
The President of Council shall appoint the following standing committees and designate the chairpersons, with duties as indicated:

PUBLIC WORKS - All matters pertaining to streets, sewer [,] water system, sewage treatment plant, engineering, electrical, [landfill].

PARKS AND PUBLIC PROPERTY - All matters relating to city property, recreation, parks and buildings [, mechanical maintenance].

PUBLIC SAFETY - All matters pertaining to Police, Firefighters, and Parking Authority.
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FINANCE - All matters relating to finance, taxes, indebtedness, bond issues, penalties, the operating and capital budgets, water and sewer rates, and fees.

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - All matters relating to Planning, Zoning, Housing Rehabilitation, Inspections, Economic Development, Redevelopment Authority [or Housing Authority issues].

HUMAN RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT - All matters relating to personnel and quality of life in the city, with particular attention to ecological matters and human and social concerns [, plus health, code violations, recycling and ambulance service].

No committee shall consider any matter which has not been referred by the Council except for matters which historically have been considered by the specific committee. Council may establish special committees, as needed. The President of Council shall serve as an ex-officio member of all committees.

shall be amended to read as follows:

RULE 8.
The President of Council shall appoint the following standing committees and designate the chairpersons, with duties as indicated:

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - All matters relating to health, 

code violations, recycling, Planning, Zoning, Housing Rehabilitation, Inspections, 

Economic Development, and Redevelopment Authority.

FINANCE - All matters relating to finance, taxes, indebtedness, bond issues, penalties, 

the operating and capital budgets, water and sewer rates, and fees.

HUMAN RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT - All matters relating to personnel and 

quality of life in the city, with particular attention to ecological matters and human and 

social concerns, plus Housing Authority issues.

PARKS AND PUBLIC PROPERTY - All matters relating to city property, recreation, 

parks and buildings.  

PUBLIC SAFETY - All matters pertaining to Police, Firefighters, ambulance service, 

and Parking Authority.

PUBLIC WORKS - All matters pertaining to streets, sewer and water systems, water 

and sewage treatment plants, engineering, electrical, and mechanical maintenance.

No committee shall consider any matter which has not been referred by the Council except for matters which historically have been considered by the specific committee. Council may establish special committees, as needed. The President of Council shall serve as an ex-officio, non-voting member of all committees, except in the case of a tie.
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New Rule 13 is added to read as follows:

Rule 13. 
City Council members, while carrying out the duties for which they were elected, shall follow all directives of the Code of Ethics resolution, No. 11,471. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Resolution 6312 and all previously adopted Resolutions that amended the Rules of Council (i.e., Resolutions adopted April 16, 1963, January 6 and February 4, 1964, July 23, 1968; Resolution 8881; Resolution 9258; Resolution 11,602; Resolution 11,908; Resolution 13,681; Resolution 13,807; Resolution 14,485; and Resolution 14,751) and all other Resolutions inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.





Sponsored by 

_________________________________








_________________________________


ADOPTED by Council this           day of                     , 2008.    







        
_________________________________



 
                                                                 
     President of Council

ATTEST:

          
       City Clerk

